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WORK AND PLAY » 


HE remarkable energy now being displayed in restoring 

the various forms of sport to a peace-time status, and 
the comparison of this with the difficulties and delays in the 
field of production, make us pause to wonder why the one 
has such an obvious popular appeal and the other, though 
clearly more vital to the national welfare, is apparently 
regarded as 4 somewhat unpleasant necessity. In the main, 
the reason for this is to be found in the monotonous and 
soul-destroying character of the contribution demanded 
from the industrial worker by modern methods of producing 
the goods at present required, so that, as it is economically 
impossible to revert to more individualistic methods, the 
only way open to him is to demand shorter hours to allow 
time for other interests such as sport or a specific hobby 
according to taste. Unquestionably this is not going to 
meet the present financial problem, which requires intensive 
production in every branch of human activity. 

From time to time efforts have been made to restore the 
operative’s interest in his work by including him in a co- 
operative association, but these have rarely been perman- 
ently successful, as they pre-suppose an identity of purpose 
which they are unable to create ; the position of the worker 
being only very slightly affected by the occasional bonus 
he receives, while he is vulnerable to fluctuations in the 
market which he is disinclined to provide for. Something 
more definite than this is required if success in any under- 
taking is to arouse the interest and loyalty of all those 
engaged in it, from the leaders to the very last man ; they 
would have to work in the spirit of a team and not as mere 
hands with no reward other than a precarious wage. 

Such a form of reconstruction would in most industries 
present many complex and difficult problems, and it is not 
for us to say how these could best be solved, but it does 
appear that in that of building, where there is a higher 
proportion of specialist tradesmen, measures could be taken 
to give the workers a greater degree of credit for their 
contributions to a specific undertaking, and thus make it to 
a fuller extent the leading interest in their lives. In the 
extensive programme confronting the building industry, 
might it not be practicable to develop closer relationships 
between every one taking part in it, so that they would all 
be encouraged to regard themselves as having a definite 
position with a career before them ? It may be argued that 
among the minor grades there are many who would not 
appreciate this, but we.believe that if this attitude were 
taken up by the leaders they would find a valuable 
response from the operatives. 

To return to our previous reference to sport as an exhilar- 
ating element in life. Sport is based on skill in some 
definite direction and .training to develop this. This 
element occurs in all free professions and assists in making 
them interesting and popular, not least in those connected 
with building. Starting from the inception, we meet with 
the widespread practice of architectural competitions where 





skill in design, particularly as regards suitability to purpose 
and the adequate expression of this, usually wins the day. 
Then again, when the builder makes his tender it is his 
grasp of organisation and his intimate knowledge of con- 
ditions that will secure him the work. If his whole team 
is a good one everything will go much more smoothly than 
otherwise ; thus he is enabled to handle more work than 
his competitors. par 

It is this teamwork that should be the chief aim, so 
that all get more public recognition as contributing to the 
successful completion of any important scheme or building ; 
that every member of it should be made to feel that this is a 
red letter day and a stepping stone in his career ; and that 
it is a much more important event to all than having had 
the luck to back the winner of the Derby, or come off.in a 
football pool competition. Exactly what steps should be 
taken to secure this result need not be specifically defined, 
but it is obvious that the possibilities are many. 

The fact that under present-day conditions man has 
become a mere cog in the wheels of industry has been 
destructive to individual dignity; he finds little scope in 
his share in the general activity, so that he is impelled to 
seek satisfaction outside his work, and thus his interests 
do not contribute to the national welfare as they did under 
the régime of other days. Various efforts have been made 
to counteract this tendency but they have had very limited 
success, being out of gear with the economic system of our 
time. Modern life tends to eliminate a personal interest in 
the visual arts, and the desire for decorative painting and 
sculpture has been partially replaced by reading and popular 
illustrations ; thus the arts and crafts no longer take the 
place they did in the national economy. 

This is especially noticeable in the type of building now 
in demand, with its leading characteristic an almost 
spartan restraint, excluding the embellishments which 
called on the kindred arts. For this reason the obvious 
excuse for the appreciation of these has disappeared, and 
what seems to be most needed now is a recognition of the 
general co-operative capacity of all those concerned in 
any work of importance ; this, provided that economic 
and other requirements are met, offers the appropriate 
reward for the work involved. 

Romanticists have urged a return to medieval methods 
in building, but itis generally agreed that this is impractic- 
able ; all the same it is regrettable that the noble craft of 
building and those of every grade concerned in it should 
remain in the present position, not regarded as a unified 
undertaking with an established place for all who practise 
it. We see in Russia an attitude regarding new industrial 
activities that gives them a somewhat sporting character ; 
a group is established in a remote locality to develop some 
specific programme and, if successful, its members are 
acclaimed as pioneers in scientific industry contributing to 
the national welfare. This might give us the clue we require. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


National War Pictures. 

An exhibition of National War pictures 
is, open at the Royal Academy until 
November 25. A number oi the exhibits 
have been seen from time to time at the 
National Gallery, but many are on view 
at the R.A. for the first time. The col- 
lection numbers some five thousand, of 
which but a little over one thousand are 
to be seen. Subjects deal with almost 
every phase of the war, including many 
interest is 


portraits. Of architectural 
Wren’s ‘‘ Painted Hall, Greenwich,” a 
magnificent drawing by Sir Muirhead 


Bone, and ‘‘ St. Bride’s and the City after 
the Fire,’ by the same artist. 


‘** Design Centres.” 

In connection with the exhibition of 
British industrial goods in London next 
summer, the Council of Industrial Design, 
the responsible authority, has issued, with 
the approval of the Board of Trade, a 
leaflet on ‘‘ Design Centres,’’ which it is 
proposed to set up with a view to putting 
design in industry on a basis comparable 
with scientific and technical research. 
The leaflet is obtainable from Tilbury 
House, Petty France, S.W.1. 


House of Commons Model. 

Mr. Hersert Morrison, Lord President 
of the Council, as Minister responsible for 
the Department of Scientific and Indus- 
trial esearch, visited the National 
Physical Laboratory, Teddington, recently, 
and saw much of the important work it 
has been doing, both for war purposes 
and for peace-time application. He saw a 
model of the new chamber of the House 
of Commons, on which tests are being 
made to ensure good ventilation and 
acoustics. 


R.1.B.A. Distinction in Town Planning. 

Tue R.I.B.A. ~ Distinction in Town 
Planning is obtainable by Fellows, Asso- 
ciates (who are not less than 26 years of 
age) and Licentiates. The test by means 
of which this Distinction is awarded is 
conducted each February, May and Octo- 
ber by special examiners appointed by 
the Council of the R.I.B.A. This award 
does not take the place of the R.I.B.A. 
Diploma in Town Planning, which is ob- 
tainable by Fellows, Associates and Licen- 
tiates of the R.I.B.A. without any mini- 
mum age limit. 

The primary purpose of the Distinction 
is to satisfy the demand from senior 
architects to take a qualifying test in 
town planning suited to their age and 
existing attainments. Applications should 
be submitted to the Secretary of the 
R.1.B.A. by January, April and Septem- 
ber annually. Full information may be 
obtained from the Secretary, R.I.B.A. 


An Exhibition of Pencil Drawings. 

An exhibition of pencil drawings by Mr. 
R.° Myerscough- Walker will be held at the 
Building Centre, Maddox-street, W.1, 
from November 5 to November 17 inclu- 
sive. The drawings cover such. widely 
differing subjects as the Norris Dam of 
the Tennessee Valley Authority in 
America, and a projected cube house de- 
signed by the artist himself. Admission 
to the exhibition is free. 


Subscribers Needed. 

THERE are thirteen thousand architects 
who give nothing to the Architects’ 
Benevolent Society; in other words, the 
number of contributors amount to only 13 
per cent. of the architects on the Register. 
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This fact is recorded in the Annual Report 
of the Society, just issued. There is a 
good deal of distress in the profession 
which cannot be relieved adequately on 
the small support given. If those thirteen 
thousand non-subgpcribers were to give 
only one guinea a year each to the Society 
what a difference it would make to many 
who are suffering hardship or affliction 
through no fault of their own. The pro- 
fession should not be satisfied to see the 
cause of benevolence supported by so small 
a part of its membership. May we sug- 
gest that all those who can afford it and 
have not already done so should at once 
send a contribution to the Architects’ 
Benevolent Society at 66, Portland-place, 
London, W.1. It will be gratefully re- 
ceived ands acknowledged in the next 
Annual Report. 
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Westmorland County Architect. 

Mr. R. H. Crompron, A.R.I.B.A. 
A.M.T.P.I.. has been released from the 
Navy te take up the appointment. of 
County Architect, Westmorland, . and 
would appreciate trade catalogues and any 
other information which might prove use- 
ful in establishing a new department. 
These should be.sent to County (Hall, 
Kendal. 


Professional Announcements. 

Mr. JoHn E. Sterrert, A.R.I.B.A., 
has taken into partnership Mr. D. M. 
Blouet, A.R.I.B.A., of 7; Little Turn- 





stile, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, W.C.1. The 
COMING EVENTS 
Friday, October 19. 
Institut Francais pu Royaume Unt. Mr. B. §, 
Townroe on “ The Rebuilding of France.” Mr. 
Lewis Silkin. M.P., in the chair. French In- 


stitute, Queensberry-place, S.W.7. 6 p.m. 

Tuesday, October 23. ; 
Ministry or Works. Demonstration of 
Power-driven Hand Tools at Bristol (Black 
Boy’s-hill), Open until October 27. 


Wednesday, October 24. 


A.B.T. (Liverpool Branch). Discussion on 
“Building Materials”’ 62, Hope-street, Liver- 
pool. 7 p.m. 

Thursday, October 25. 

Town anv Country PLANNING ABSOCIATION. 
Mr. Donald Smith on ‘Town Planning and 
District Heating.” 28, King-street, W.C.2. 


1.15 p.m. (buffet lunch. 12.45 p.m.). 


Saturday, October 27. 
EcctesiotocicaL Society. Visit (conducted by 
Lord Nathan of Churt) to Houses of Parlia- 
ment. 2.30 p.m. 
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practice will be known as Sterrett and 
Blouet, AA.R.I.B.A., and will be carried 
on from Mr. Sterrett’s existing offices at 
17, Ashley-place, Westminster, 8.W.1. 
Trade catalogues and information about. 
new materials will be appreciated. 

Mr.. Jounn W. Witkinson, F.F.A:S., 
of Messrs. Wilkinson and Smith, architects, 
surveyors and valuers, Martins Bank- 
chambers, Westborough, Scarborough, 
having obtained release from war service, 
has resumed practice at the above address, 
pending the release of Mr. Smith, which is 
expected shortly, 

Mr. James Jennitnes, L.R.I.B.A., 
(Messrs. Jennings and Stables) has resigned 
his appointment with Civil Engineer-in- 
Chief, Admiralty, and is returning to his 
partnership at Market-place, Ambleside, 
Westmorland, where trade catalogues, and, 
other data wilk be appreciated. 

Mr. H. OC. Laissenpen, P.A.S/1., 
F.1.A.8., has commenced private practice 
as a quantity surveyor at 1, Staple Inn, 
High Holborn, W.C.1. His temporary 
address is 18, Vernon-walk, Tadworth, 
Surrey (tel. : Burgh Heath 2053). 


COMPETITION NEWS 


Designs for Two Holiday Centres. 

The Workers’ Travel Association, Ltd... 
invite architects to submit designs in com- 
petition for two holiday centres on hypo- 
thetical sites for (a) an Inland Centre, 
and (b) a Coastal Centre. Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie, P.P.T.P.I., Mr. J. H- 
Forshaw, F.R.I.B.A., and Mr. C. G. 
Kemp, A.R.I.B.A., have been appointed 
assessors, and in each section the follow- 
ing premiums will be paid : to the design 
placed first, £250; to the design placed 
second, £100. It is the hope of the pro- 
moters to proceed with schemes within 
three years. Designs must be sent not 
later than March 31 next to the Secretary, 
the Workers’ Travel Association, Ltd., 
34-36, Gillingham-street, London, S.W.1, 
from whom conditions and copies of the 
site plans may be obtained (on deposit of 
10s.), and to whom questions must be 
addressed before December 15. The whole 
of the designs will eventually be placed 
on exhibition. 

Each centre is to provide for 500-550 
guests and 50 resident staff. Accommoda- 
tion is to comprise : Administrative ser- 
vice and staff accommodation and garage 
for 50 cars; guests’ public rooms (includ- 
ing an entertainment hall for 500); guests” 
sleeping accommodation (in terraced 
blocks); and layout and equipment of 
grounds (including an open-air swimming 
pool, 165 ft. by 60ft.). Costs are to be 
estimated on the basis of prices current at 


March 31, 1939. 


The Minister of Town and Country 
Planning attended a lunch on Tuesday at 
the Savoy Hotel at which the competition 
was announced. 


From The Builder of 1845. 
Saturday, October 18, 1845. 

The destruction of this building [Wren’s 
church of St. Benet Fink, Threadneedle- 
street] was threatened some time ago. . . - 
We now learn with infinite regret that the 
work of demolition is to be commenced 
almost immediately. ... If St. Benet’s 
stood in the way and absolutely prevented 
the improvement of the thoroughfare, we 
should grieve at its removal, but bow to 
necessity. This, however, is not tne case, 
and ‘we shall be forced to cry shame on 
those who may be concerned in the wanton 
destruction of this valuable example of our 
great countryman’s skill. 
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SURVEY AND PLANNING 
OF MIDDLESBROUGH 


By H. V. LANCHESTER. 


Tue exhibition opened at the R.1.B.A. 
by Sir Stephen Tallents on October 9, 
iliustrates most effectively the merits of 
good team-work by the group of experts 
gathered! together by Mr. Max Lock, 
A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., who was en- 
gaged to take charge of this undertaking. 
The list is too long to quote individual 
names, but acknowledgments, apart from 
the local officers concerned, include four 
architects and nine assistants, a sociolo- 
gist with five assistants, a geographer 
with four assistants, together with others 
dealing with model making, perspectives, 
organisation, etc. It must have been none 
too easy a task to co-ordinate all the 
varied activities, but this, so essential to 
the validity of the general scheme, seems 
to have been most efficiently done. 

The comprehensive report on which the 
exhibition is based opens with the survey 
of conditions in relation to the action 
possible under the new Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1944. This survey is classi- 
fied under ten heads: (1) Geograph 


(3) Housing, (4) Neighbourhood Structure, 
(5) Retail Trade, (6) Education, (7) 
Health, (8) Open Spaces, (9) Implementa- 
tion, and (10) Detailed proposals for 
Typical Neighbourhood. Existing condi- 
tions as defined by these headings are con- 
sidered, and following on are the propo- 
sals considered as appropriate for reor- 
ganisation. 

This full preparation and orderly treat- 
ment gives to the problems resolved an 
apparent simplicity which belies their 
actual complexity and indicates most 
emphatically the value of the method 
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Fig. |.—Smoke over Middlesbrough—View from the north. 


Economies and Industry, (2) Ticaonert, adopted. The summarised report available 


to the public at 2s. 6d., while most con- 
cise and readable, gives only in outline 
the scope of the studies that have been 
employed to-give the scheme its due as a 
logical solution of the problems involved 
in bringing into shape a Middlesbrough 
reconstructed in accordance with the 
recognised demands for the highest stan- 
dards of living economically practicable. 


The chief difficulty is regarded as the 
difference in the conditions that exist as 
between one part of the town and another- 
Middlesbrough’s rapid growth has re- 
sulted in its specialising industrially at 
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Fig. 2.—Atmospheric Pollution—Solid matter deposited ranges from 50 tons per square 
mile per annum in thesouth to over 450 tons in the northern area bordering the River Tees. 


the expense of adequate social services, 
which its status as the capital of the 
Tees-side and Cleveland area demands; 
its sphere of influence is an unusually 
wide one, but it is felt that by dealing 
with local problems first, things can be 
put right without great difficulty because 
they are helped by some outstanding ad- 
vantages in the present structure of the 
town. These are as follows :— 


(1) The natural zoning of industry 
between the river and the railway. 

(2) A good inter-relationship between 
the business and shopping centres south 
of the railway. 

(3) A good radial road system com- 
bined with straightforward gridiron 
planning in the centre. 

(4) Excellent landscape and country 
to the south. 

(5) The town of 138,000 inhabitants 
on a little over 7,000 acres is neither too 
large nor too small for the district it 
has to serve. ~ 
In the Tees-side area the towns are still 

distinct, they have not grown together in 
a confused conurbation as elsewhere, and, 
helped by the advantages of good agricul- 
tural land and first-class landscape, this 
can be guarded against without conflict- 
ing with the industrial possibilities, as 
the plan indicates. 

It is proposed that the plan laid down 
should be carried out in three stages—a 
five-year, fifteen-year and thirty-year pro- 
gramme. The first includes the building 
of 4,700 new houses on suitable sites and 
the clearing of 1,700 sub-standard dwell- 
ings, mainly in the northern part of the 
town, where the density is often more 
than fifty houses to the acre; but war- 
time arrears must be made up before any 
cemolition takes place. In the fifteen 
years the programme visualises 15,000 new 
houses and 10,000 cleared. In _ thirty 
years the total within the borough boun- 
dary should be 19,700 and 22,000 cleared, 
such additional housing as would then be 
required should be in the form of “‘ over- 
spill’’ outside the present town limits.. 
The statistical basis for this programme 
is that the density in the central area 
should be reduced from the presenf-71- 
140 persons per acre to 41-50 persons; in 
the inner suburbs from 41-50 to 31-40; in 
the outer suburbs from 15-40 to 21-30. 
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A noticeable feature in the demand for 
an outward shift in the housing areas is 
the great) quantity of smoke .given off in 
the industrial area to the north of the 
town and the consequent atmospheric 
pollution in and around this district (see 
illustrations 1 and 2); the annual deposi- 
tion of solid matter, up to over 450 tons 
per square mile, has a serious effect on 

j health, and though it may be hoped that 
scientific. advances may effect a reduction 
in this, it is obvious that such conditions 
render the area less suitable for housing, 
especially when overcrowded. 

Another reason for shifting the popula 
tion towards the south is found in the 
serious shortage of open space in the 
present most densely populated areas to 
the north, where the deficiency from 
approved standards is 87 per cent. To 
rectify this it is intended to provide a 
large buffer of open space along the south 
of the railway, except near the railway 
station, which is linked up with the control 
area by markets and business premises. 
This would cut off most of that part 
where atmospheric pollution is greatest. 

As the tendency of the replanning is to 
increase the average distance between the 
residential and industrial quarters, im- 
provements in the road scheme, to speed 
up traffic, are required, but these can be 


Fig. 3.—Plan for the Thorntree neighbourhood. effected with less disturbance of the 
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Fig. 4.—Plan for the proposed reconstruction of the Central Area as represented in the model. 








Ss to 
the 


eed 
1 be 
the 





Qctober 19 1945 





THE BUILDER 


Fig. 5.—The model of the Central Area of Middlesbrough from the south. 


present plan than would generally be the 
case. he approach to the new bridge 
leading westward to Billingham across the 
river needs revision, as many workers 
in the large I.C.I. chemical works there 
live in Middlesbrough, while radial 
routes in other directions can be improved 
both in alignment and capacity so as to 
serve better the new housing estates 
planned to afford the right balance be- 
tween housing accommodation and _ the 
ancillary services and amenities such as 
schools, community centres, clinics, 
libraries, shops, cinemas, etc. Specimen 
plans for some of these are shown. We 
reproduce a typical one, that for the 
Thorntree neighbourhood (3) to the east 
of the town, with its community centre 
and schools towards the north and another 
school in‘ the south-east corner. Through 
traffic is avoided here, so that this group 
of 1,550 houses, varying in size, would ‘be 
of the “ precinct ’’ type. 

Having reviewed the general lines of 
the studies and plan for Middlesbrough, 
we now turn to the feature that would 
make the more immediate and definite im- 
pression on a visitor as enhancing to a 
striking extent the architectural dignity 
of the central area. The existing plan 
shows a logical layout on rectangular lines, 
but lacks any dominant feature or group- 
ing such as should characterise the centre 
of a town of this importance. The steps 
proposed to rectify this deficiency are 
clearly shown on the plan and excellent 
model (see 4 and 5). The view of the 
model is taken from the south. At the far 
end of the wide main avenue is the Rail- 
way Station, and along this avenue are 
grouped the principal buildings, existing 
or proposed. Starting at the far end are 
the Markets to the right, and on the left 
places of public entertainment—nearer 
than these lie the municipal buildings and 
Law Courts, while the middle part of this 
side is occupied by the important educa- 
tional groups, including the Colleges and 
Technical Institute, with schools in the 
foreground. On the right-hand side south 
of the Markets is the main business 
centre, but some places of entertainment, 
public offices, etc., find their place here. 
This grouping, the spacious planning and 
good distribution will combine to give the 
town p strikingly impressive and con- 
venient centre. 


TEMPORARY HOUSING 


PROGRAMME 


COST OF PREFABRICATED 
BUNGALOWS. 

A HEAVY ‘increase over the estimated 
cost of prefabricated bungalows is re- 
vealed in a White Paper on “‘ Temporary 
Housing Programme” issued this week. 
(H.M. Stationery Office, price 2d.) Follow- 
ing is the substance of the report :— 


Earlier Statements. 

In October, 1944, the Housing (Tem- 
porary Accommodation) Act was passed. 
authorising the Government to spend up 
to £150,000,000 on the provision of tem- 
persons houses. In the course of the de- 

ates upon the Bill the then Minister of 
Health said that there was no question of 
concentrating on one form of construc- 
tion for temporary houses, that the 
pressed-steel industry had been selected 
for the production of a temporary bunga- 
low as fulfilling the necessary conditions 
better than any other, and that provided 
that the necessary production conditions 
could be secured further types would be 
added. The cost of the pressed-steel bun- 
galow was then estimated at £600. 


On December 7, 1944, the then Minister 
of Works announced that actual produc- 
tion of the pressed-steel bungalow could 
not be proceeded with uritil the necessary 
labour and manufacturing capacity were 
released at the end of the war in Europe. 


On February 23, 1945, he stated that 
since much of the necessary factory 
capacity and labour could not be re- 
leased from munitions production, and 
since the Government had decided to try 
to start production of temporary houses 
at once, they had been obliged to turn 
almost exclusively to less highly prefabri- 
cated types of houses; in the interest of 
town planning and public economy the 
Government had decided to switch over, 
as soon as practicable, to the construction 
of permanent dwellings, and until that 
time they intended to press forward with 
the manufacture of temporary houses to 
the fullest possible extent. 

On March 22, 1945. the then Minister of 
Health said that the average cost of the 
temporary houses was likely to exceed the 
target figure of £600 originally mentioned 
in connection with the steel houses; in 
deciding upon the types which had been 
selected the Government had rejected 
any type apart from the aluminium 


house, which seemed likely to exceed 
£800 over-all, and it was confidently con- 
templated that the average cost would 
work out below that. Owing to the cost 
of fabrication in the factories the cost 
of the aluminium house might be about 


£900. 

The White Paper on Housing (Cmd. 
6609), published in March, 1945, in a 
section on Temporary Houses, stated 
that the Government intended to press 
forward during the current year with 
the manufacture of temporary houses 
to the fullest possible extent, and the 
rate of production would be limited 
only by the supply of labour, materials 
and capacity; the length of time for 
which production would be continued 
thereafter woyld depend on the speed 
attained in the production of permanent 
houses, and the primary objective of the 
Government would be the provision of 
the maximum number of dwellings, per- 
manent or temporary, in the emergency 
period. In any event the production of 
temporary houses would continue long 
enough to meet the allocations which 
had been made to Local Authorities, 
namely 145,000. About 30,000 houses 
were expected to be sent by the United 
States Government on Lend-Lease terms. 


American Houses. 

Under Lend-Lease arrangements that 
part of the cost of the provision of an 
American house falling upon the Ex- 
chequer was about £800 (including £210 
Customs duty). With the cancellation 
of Lend-Lease arrangements the full 
cost of the house, amounting to about 
£1,330 (including £210 Customs duty). 
would fall upon the Exchequer, and it 
was therefore decided not to take more 
than 8,150 houses that. had already been 
shipped, or were on the point of being 
shipped, and to cancel the balance 
originally contemplated. 


Cost of the remaining types of 
Temporary House. 

When the present Government took 
office the Minister concerned asked for 
a statement of the probable costs of the 
Temporary Housing Scheme. The fol- 
lowing table shows the revised figures 
then produced, and the increases which 
had. occurred since the earlier estimates 
had been made in January. These costs 
include site preparation (excluding 
land, roads and sewers), supply of hulls, 
erection and provision of components 
and fittings :— 
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Earlier Revised 
Estimate. « Estimate. Increase. 
£ £ & 
Type. 
Arcon ao 816 1,085 269 
Uni-Seco ... 772 pas 1,020 Yon 248 
» a ain i errr ae 
ot 710 iG 992 bn 282 
hiversal ... 756 1,13 re 379 
Phenix... 935 1,099 ze 164 


The Aluminium House was originally 
estimated to cost £914; the price now 
sugested is £1,365, but this figure is 
su (ne to negotiation. 

Allowing for the differences in the 
numbers ordered, the average increase 
in the cost of various types as shown 
in the above table. excluding the 
Phoenix House, is £268. Particulars of 
the increases are set out below :— 


(A) Srre Preparation. 

(i) The earlier estimate was based on the 
cost of a concrete slab foundation on a level 
site plus an allowance for extra work on sites 
on uneven ground. 
Local Authorities to date indicate that the 
allowance for uneven sites was insufficient and 
should be increased by £11. 


(ii) The original estimate for drainage, ser- 
vices, paths and fences was based on the most 
economical of standards. For example, it was 
assumed that soakaways would take the sur- 
face water. Higher standards of drainage, 
and more paths and fences, have been required. 
The earlier estimate assumed that the houses 
would be built on the outskirts of large towns 
in groups of 200. Actually the average site in 
the provinces is for 39 houses and in London 9, 
and plant cannot be used to the best advantage. 
Moreover, the clearing of bombed buildings 
from sites in towns has added to the cost. The 
addition for these reasons is. £47. 


(iii) Manufacturers’ estimates of the man- 
hours required for erection. were optimistic. 
These were based on standards not attainable 
by the building labour at present available for 
the work, £10. 


(iv) It was assumed in the earlier estimate 
that, sites being on the outskirts of large 
towns, local labour would be employed and that 
subsistence allowances would not be payable 
or, if they were, that they would be payable 
by the Ministry of Labour. Actually, contrac- 
tors are paying subsistence allowances to mobile 
Jabour under the Working Rules of the Industry 
and the cost is estimated at £21. 


(B) Superstructure (excluding fixtures and fil- 

tings).—The preparation of production draw- 
ings revealed the need for improvements and 
modifications of the designs, and changes had 
had be made on account of ghortages of cer- 
tain materials. To secure production of com- 
ponents, manufacturers found it necessary to 
sub-contract on a large scale and to place orders 
with smaller or less well-equipped firms. This 
resulted in an increase of: the prices which 
manufacturers had originally quoted tenta- 
tively. £96 

(C) Fixtures and Fittings.—The original esti- 
mate was based on the expectation that large 
orders would be placed with the. best-equipped 
manufacturers, but, in the event, it proved 
necessary, since such firms were still engaged 
on war contracts, to place many orders with 
smaller or less well-equipped firms and to use 
all availabie capacity. ‘ 

(D) Breakages and Losses.—No separate allow- 

ance for breakages and losses of house com- 
ponents, fixtures and fittings was made in the 
original estimate. Experience shows that it is 
necessary to allow £15. 
_, (E) Contingencies—In the light of experience 
it was considered advisable to increase the pro- 
vision for unforeseeable expenditure by £23 
making it 5 per cent. overall. £23 

(F) Ministry of Works Agency Costs. — No 
allowance was made in the earlier estimate for 
office and other expenses of the Ministry of 
Works. These are provisionally estimated at 
about 2 per cent., or £20. 

Total increase, £2c8. 


Future Programme. 


The Health Departments had allocated 
to Local Authorities 165,000 temporary 
houses before the date when Lend-Lease 
arrangements came to an end and at a 
time when the full number of American 
houses was still expected. 

Provided that Parliament is willing 
to make the necessary additional. pro- 
vision the Government are prepared to 
supply houses up to that total alloca- 
tion by increasing the number of British 
houses, and a provisional programme 
has been framed up to a total so far of 
156,480 houses, as shown in the follow- 
ing table :— 


The sites handed over by © 
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No.in Estimated 
provisional cost Total 
programme. per house. cost. 

Type. 
£ £ 

Arcon 40,000 1,085 ... 43,400,000 
Uni-Seco 29,000 ... 1,020 .., 29,580,000 
Tarran 21,000 ... 1,000 ... 21,000,000 
1,000 ... 1,074 . 1,074,000 

Spooner 1,200 ... 992 1,190,400 
Universal 1,200 ... 1,135 1,362,000 
Phoenix ats 2,430 ... 1,099 2,670,570 
Aluminium ... 54,500 ... 1,365 74,392,500 
American ... oe *10,000,000 
Total... 158,480 184,669,470 





* These figures depend upon the outcome of 
discussions with regard to the number of Ameri- 
can houses to which the Lend-Lease arrange- 
ments will apply. 


The cost of this programme would ex- 


‘,, ceed the financial provision made in the 


Housing (Temporary Accommodation) 


‘Act, viz,, £150,000,000 


EMPLOYMENT OF THE 
ARCHITECT QN PUBLIC 
. WORK 


R.1.B.A. MEMORANDUM. 


Tue Council of the R.I.B.A. have 
authorised the publication of the following 
memorandum, which has been drawn up 
by a small representative committee under 
the chairmanship of the President :— 

The creative work of the architect is 
essential to the carrying out of any project 
which concerns the housing or environ- 
ment of human life and its activities. His 
architectural and technical training enable 
him to plan the structure and equipment 
of his scheme as an economical whole; to 
select and use appropriate materials with 
skill in the execution of well-proportioned 
designs. 

In supervising large projects his wide 
knowledge of the technique of planning 
and design place him in an unchallenge- 
able position to co-ordinate the contribu- 
tions of all who have specialised in one or 
other of the many technical aspects of the 
building industry. 

His patrons have changed in successive 
centuries with the progress of social con- 
ditions. Church and State, the aristocrat 
and wealthy landowner, commerce and 
industry, the institution and the private 
individual have now all been overshadowed 
by the growing patronage of the ordinary 
man who, collectively, is providing the 
public funds from which the great works 
of reconstruction 4nd rehabilitation will 
be financed. 

In many of the United States of 
America, some parts of the British 
Commonwealth and in most countries in 
Europe, the State law provides that a 
qualified architect is necessary for the 
supervision of all but the least important 
structures. This is a recognition of his 
comprehensive knowledge, not only of 
structure and design but of the whole 
fabric of the building industry and of 
building procedure. It recognises also his 
professional concern with the needs and 
well-being of those who will live and work 
within the completed building and its sur- 
roundings. The professional standing of 
the architect is at its highest in these cir- 
cumstances. 

The position in this country lacks legal 


safeguard, although most public bodies of - 


any importance employ architects for their 
housing and public enterprise. In many 
cases the architect is retained as a salaried 
official; in some cases he is called in as a 
private practitioner; and in such cases he 
is regarded as the professional co-ordinator, 

There are, however, some authorities 
who continue to encourage a divided 
responsibility amongst their technical 
experts. Their schemes are thus brought 
to completion without the wide 
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co-ordinating supervision of the qualified 
architect, whose authority would ensure 
technical, economic and esthetic balance 
in the result. It is not realised that the 
employment of qualified assistant archi- 
tects to work under another cialist 
official cannot take the place of the inde- 
pendent architect who is directly responsible 
to his employer—the public authority itseli. 
The architect in such conditions still re- 
mains to them an exterior decorator with 
a possibly fortuitous facility for interior 
planning. The final disposal of such 
reasoning lies in the world-wide recogni- 
tion’ of the social contribution made by 
earlier English housing schemes, initiated 
just before and shortly after the turn of 
the century and carried out by British 
architects many years before the more 
ambitious examples from Europe. 

A further and equally fallacious argu- 
ment is that which places the architect in 
the category of an expensive luxury, his 
fees merely adding to the cost of the 
scheme. Plans, working drawings, specifi- 
cations and building supervision must, in 
any case, be paid for, whether they are 
undertaken by a private architect or by a 
department directed by an architect work- 
ing as a salaried official. In the one case 
these costs are paid as a percentage on the 
cost of the work, and in the other asa 
previously agreed salary with normal over- 
head charges. It is, however, the quality 
of the work which governs the ultimate 
cost, and such cost must be calculated over 
the life period of the scheme. The cost of 
competent architectural supervision in all 
stages of the work is thus more than justi- 
fied by ultimate saving in maintenance and 
repair costs. 

The appreciation bestowed upon our 
housing schemes is known to spring from 
consideration of two factors : high quality 
and low cost, both of which have been 
secured by the professional competence of 
the architect. 

The discussion, therefore, turns upon the 
allocation of work amongst qualified archi- 
tects, as salaried officials or private 
practitioners. 

The Committee is of opinion that the 
position with regard to employment of 
private architects or salaried staff under 
the direction of a qualified architect will 
depend largely on the convenience and 
economic circumstances of the employing 
authority. 

(a) For an authority needing the ser- 
vices of an architect intermittently, the 
reasonable course is to employ qualified 
private practitioners. 

(b) Where the volume of work of a 
public authority is continuous, it is 
economically sound policy to employ 
salaried architectural staff provided ft 
is directed by a properly qualified archi- 
tect. 

(c) In cases where salaried staffs are 
employed, it is inevitable that there will 
be periods of great pressure, and it is 
felt that this position can best be met 
by calling on the services of the private 
practitioner rather than by temporary 
increases of Staff. 

(d) It is also desirable that official 
architects should encourage their autho- 
rities to employ and consult specialists 
by the institution of competitions or 
otherwise, in cases where works and 
buildings of a specialist character are 
proposed, 

(e) It is essential that when private 
architects are employed they should be 
responsible for the contracts they control, 
but it is desirable also that they should 
work in the closest collaboration with 
and under the general direction of the 
principal architect of the authority 
concerned. 
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COMPETITION FOR T.B. 
SANATORIUM, 
BALLYOWEN, DUBLIN 


DESIGN PLACED SECOND 


By NICOL, NICOL. & THOMAS, 
A.R.1.B.A., in association with 
DONALD G. WALTON, A.R.I.B.A. 


THE WINNING DESIGN IN THIS OPEN 
COMPETITION by Messrs, John G. Managhan 
aud Louis C. Peppard, AA.R.I.B.A., of 
Dublin, was illustrated in our issue of 
August 3 last. We now publish the 
design placed second—by Messrs. Nicol, 
Nicol and Thomas, A.R.I.B.A., in asso- 
ciation with Mr. Donald G. Walton, 
A.R.LB.A., of 111, New-street, Birming- 
ham—with extracts from the report on 
the scheme. ; 

The relationship and disposition, of 
departments, a maximum amount of light 
and air and a layout of services which is 
appropriate to the nature of the building, 
and to the shape, contours and aspect of 
the site, have been guiding factors in our 
interpretation of the conditions. 

In settling the general layout of the 
buildings camprising this Sanatorium, first 
importance has been given to the relation- 
ship of the administrative offices to the 
wards and special rooms, and at the same 
time every attempt has -been made to 
ensure that the wards are afforded a posi- 
tion on the site which will provide the 
patients with a good view of the country 
to the south and west, and to prevent 
them being disturbed by the noise of 
traffic on the main road, which lies to the 
north of the site. As will be seen from 
the block plan, the administrative depart- 
ment is centrally situated in relation to 
the nursing units, special department and 
kitchen blocks, and we consider that in 
this position it is given a maximum an@ 
essential degree of supervision of all ser- 
vices which come under its control. 

The nurses’ and maids’ home, which 
forms part of the main group of buildings, 
faces the main road. Between this build- 
ing and the main ward blocks are the 
kitchen, stores and goods yard, etc., which, 
to suit more efficient planning, are placed 
at lower ground floor level with the dinin 
hall, service hall, etc., and recreation hall 
over. The two halls form the connecting 
link between the nurses’ and maids’ home 
and the hospital proper, and in each in- 
stance are most conveniently situated in 
relation to their respective departments. 
It will be observed that the recreation hall 
can be served from the kitchen when 
necessary. The Matron’s quarters, 
together with the quarters for the two 
junior medical officers, have been pro- 
vided at the first floor level over the 
service space, etc., to the dining hall. 

We consider it most desirable to arrange 
separate and independent entrances to the 
ward blocks of the male and female 
patients. These have been provided by 
means of staircase and lift halls, com- 
municating at the various floor levels with 
the wards, special departments and dining 
hall. The beds are arranged on the parallel 
system, which ensures that windows may 
be arranged so as to permit of openin 

whenever it is necessary to the full widt 

of the room, and the patients afforded as 
much light and air as possible. In order 
to restrict rooms being overshadowed by 
balconies from the floors above, we have 
kept the width of the balconies down to 
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THE SITE PLAN. 


approximately 2 ft., which we consider 
in the circumstances to be adequate, 
having in mind that the wards will, in 
fact, form the equivalent of a balcony, 
and the ambulant and semi-ambulant 
patients who occupy the lower three floors 
of each 4-storey ward block will be able to 
use the grounds for exercise. 

In the case of the infirmary units, which 
are situated on the top floor, adjoining the 
X-ray and operating theatre units, we have 
given an increased width of balcony by 
reducing the width of the ward to enable 
the patients to take exercise whenever 
they are able. The sanitary facilities to 
the nursing units are situated on the 
northerly side of the corridor, and these 
have been planned in order to obtain cross 
ventilation and light to the corridors and 
wards. The Sister’s office is so placed as 
to give her full control of the full length 
of the nursing unit corridor. 

The staff sick bay adjoins the female 
infirmary unit in the centre block, where 
it is convenient and ideally situated for 
nursing convenience. A recess which has 
been formed on the southern elevation by 
eereune the nursing units forward in 
ront of the administration and _ special 
departments block forms a quiet garden 
and gives protection from the cold easterly 
winds. 

In addition to disposing of the various 
units comprising the sanatorium in proper 
relationship to each other, we have con- 
trived to produce a group of buildings 
which will give a dignified architectural 
effect from every angle. 


CONSTRUCTION AND FINISHINGS. — We 
pneree that the buildings generally will 
e of steel-framed construction, havin 
reinforced concrete floors, staircases an 
roofs, brick panel cavity walls, with the 
number of glazing bars reduced to the 
minimum, and facilities provided wherever 
it is necessary for the windows to ba 
opened to the full extent. All roofs will 
be covered with asphalt and insulating 
tiles, The services will be run in ducts 
specially provided, and wherever possible 
beams projecting from the ceiling and walls 

will be avoided. 


HEATING, LIGHTING AND VENTILATION.— 
Heating: The heating arrangements will 
comprise three Economic or other approved 
boilers, one to be used as a stand-by. The 
boilers will be fired by oil fuel with inde- 
pendent induced draught fans delivering 
into a common stack. The equipment will 
include rectangular sectional steel oil 
storage tanks to provide two to three 
weeks’ supply, together with oil heating 
and pumping equipment, condensed re- 
ceiver, boiler feed pump, Lee recorder, 
and indicating and recording instruments, 

A low pressure accelerated hot water 
system through low temperature embedded 
ceiling panels from central automatically 
controlled steam to water calorifiers and 
circulating pumps in the boiler house is 
planned, with distributing mains in sub- 
ways, ducts and trenches. 

Hot water supply. would be by central 
automatically controlled steam to water 
storage calorifiers in the boiler house, with 
distributing mains in subway and ducts. 

Steam services would come direct from 
the boiler house plant with distributing 
mains in subways, ducts and trenches, 
together with local reducing valves for 
the various team using units. 

Generally speaking, the ventilation in 
the building will be natural throughout, 
windows being opened to the maximum 
degree. The operating theatre will be 
ventilated by mechanically warmed air 
ventilation with supplementary heating 
balanced by mechanical. extraction. 

COOKING AND DISTRIBUTION OF FOOD.— 
The food will be prepared and cooked at 
lower ground floor level with up-to-date 
cooking equipment. It will be conveyed 
by service lifts from this level to the main 
service hall over, which adjoins the dinin 
hall. Portable hot closets would be use 
for conveying the food to the wards of 
the bed-fast cases on the top floor. 

TREATMENT OF ELEVATIONS.—We propose 
that the walls should be faced with a soft 
toned brick rising about 4 courses to 
12 ins., with a fairly wide joint flush with 
the brickwork face, and stone dressings 
introduced at suitable points where a little 
additional effect is required. 
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SWEDISH 
TIMBER HOUSES 


ERECTION PROGRESS VIEWS 


THE FOUR TYPES OF SWEDISH PERMANENT 
prefabricated houses, designed for use in 
various parts of the British Isles (for 
which a contract calling for the manufac- 
ture and delivery of 5,000 was placed by 
H.M. Government) were illustrated — in 
The Builder for July 13 last. An initial 
consignment has now arrived in this 
country, and their erection is now being 
demonstrated by Swedish foremen at 
Abbots Langley, Herts, and at Tannock- 
side, Lanarkshire, under arrangements 
made by the Ministry of Works. 

Now illustrated is a series of progress 
photographs of Type A (semi-detached 
two-storey houses for erection in English 
rural areas) taken during trials at 
Landsbro, Sweden. The photographs have 
been lent by Mr. T. Munthe, of 2, Car- 
lisle Mansions, Carlisle-place; London, 
$.W.1, who-has just returned from Stock- 
holm and is acting as U.K. representative 
of the Swedish Timber-House Export 
Association the group of leading manu- 
facturers. 


The total area of the house illustrated 
is 930 sq. ft., plus outbuildings, 134 sq. ft.. 
and porch 3 sq. ft. The height of all 
rooms ;is 8ft. floor to ceiling. The con- 
struction of all types is as follows :— 


Foundations.—Brick or concrete dwarf 
walls on concrete foundation. Floors.— 
Ground floor : T. & G. boarding on timber 
joists except outbuildings, which will have 
a concrete floor finished with tiles or 
cement. First floor: T. & G. boarding 
on timber joists. The joists are pre-cut 
to lengths required, including trimming: 
Flooring is in random lengths. Walls.— 
Prefabricated units constructed of 3 in‘ 
by 2in. timber framing covered externally 
with lin. and internally with lin. or 
Zin. T. & G. boarding, and incorporating 
insulating board and paper insulation 
materials. Internal boarding to habitable 
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ARS 


EXTERNAL STRUCTURE COMPLETED SAVE FOR GLAZING AND SLATING. A “REPEAT “’ 
UNIT WILL BE ADDED FORMING AN ELEVATION, AS SEEN BELOW. 


A DOSR UNIT. 








ut 




















rooms to be covered with laminated board 
painted with fire-retarding paint. Hard- 
board or other similar material to halls, 
staircases, landings, kitchens and bath- 
rooms painted as before. Internal board- 
ing to outbuildings to be stained. Party 
walls and fireplaces will be brick, 
plastered. 

Internal Partitions.—Load-bearing par- 
titions: solid T. & G. planking, 2in. 
thick, faced with lining materials as be- 
fore described. Other partitions: 2 in. 
timber framing covered with T. & G. 
boarding and faced with lining material 
as before described. 

Ceilings.—Will be covered with }$-in. 
fibreboard. Roo*’s.—The pitched timber 
roofs will be boarded, and covered with 
local roofing materials such as tiles or 
slates, etc. Doors and windows, including 
the frames, will be of wood, and internal 
doors will be flush type. Porches and bay 
windows will be of timber construction 
and the roofs covered with galvanised 
sheet iron. 

Fittings, etc.—The following will be 
supplied by Ministry of Works: Fire- 
places, gas or electric cookers, sinks, in- 
cluding tub sink for Scotland, washing 
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VIEW SHOWING FLOOR JOISTS IN POSITION AND GROUND FLOOR 
IN THIS SWEDISH EXAMPLE THERE APPEAR 


WALL UNITS GOING UP. 


THE BUILDER 


TO BE NO PERMANENT FOUNDATIONS. 








HERE THE GROUND FLOOR STRUCTURE IS COMPLETED AND THE: 
FIRST FLOOR JOISTS ARE IN POSITION. 


i a 





HERE THE WALLING IS COMPLETED AND THE 
CEILING AND ROOF TIMBERS ARE IN 


copper, larder shelves, dresser, dry goods 
cupboard, brooms cupboard, bedroom cup- 
boards, linen cupboard, lining to walls and 
ceilings, bath and bath front, w.c., lava- 
tory basin, hot- and cold-water tanks, rain- 
water gutters and down pipes. The local 


JOISTS’ CARRYING 
POSITION, 


authority will supply roof tiling, glazing 
and painting. Hot water will be supplied 
to bathroom and sinks by solidfuel fires 
in living-rooms or kitchens. Lighting will 
be by electricity. 


Work to be done on site to receive 


VIEW SHOWING THE INTERNAL PARTITIONS GOING INTO PLACE 
ON THE GROUND FLOOR. 


IT WILL BE NOTED THAT FLOOR BOARD- 
ING IS NOT YET LAID. 


THIS VIEW SHOWS THE FIRST FLOOR WALL UNITS IN COURSE OF 
ERECTION. NOTE THE OVERLAPPING. 


ROOF TRUSSES ARE IN COURSE OF ERECTION. THESE WILL BE 
BOARDED AND TILED OR SLATED. 


timber houses.—Roads, sewers, paths, and 
all services ; concrete over ground; exter- 
nal walls up to plate and sleeper walls; 
damp-proof course under plates; party 
wall with fireplaces and chimney in brick 
or concrete ; chimney stacks on outer wall. 


ERECTION PROGRESS VIEWS OF SWEDISH TIMBER HOUSES. 
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ORGANISING THE INDUSTRY 


LICENSING AND PRIORITIES. 


At a recent luncheon of the Southern 
Area of the London Master Builders’ As- 
sociation Mr. T. P. Bennett, C.B.E., gave 
a well-informed address on ‘“ Infiuences 
Affecting Present Organisation.” Follow- 
ing is the full text: 


Bomb Damage Work in London. 

The whole of the organisation of the 
building industry in London is affected 
by the very large percentage of the in- 
dustry which igs at present engaged 
upon bomb damage work. The men 
so employed are working partly under 
local builders and partly under builders 
from other parts of the country, who 
have come to London with their men. 
Those most closely in touch with the out- 
put of the whole of this large labour force 
cannot but be disturbed at the slow tan- 
gible progress which is being made, and 
realise that it cannot be solely the result 
of the understandably tired atmosphere 
which six years of war have produced. 
Since this slow progress must have its 
repercussions on ali types of building 
work, it igs desirable that we should ex- 
amine the causes of delay and possibly 
causes of lack of organisation. 

The first feature which is evident is 
the extreme difficulty in obtaining suffi- 
cient plasterers to cope with the enormous 
quantity of peering work which has 
been affected by bombs. It is under- 
standable that the operative plasterers 
view with considerable hesitation a vast 
expansion of the plastering unions to 
cover the demands which clearly must be 
greater even than those of the next. period 
of building work. This has, unfortun- 
ately, been interpreted partly in terms 
of very high cost of plastering items, and 
both employers and men are apparently 
earning very substantial sums of pomeer- 
This position is affecting the appreciable 
body of employees of local builders who 
are still doing p’astering on an hourly 
rate, and it has become desirable on the 
one hand to find ways and means of 
augmenting the plastering needed, and on 
the other of adjusting these very 
high earnings of the privileged master 
plasterer and his operative. To some 
extent the plasterer is dictating the 
speed at which other trades can operate, 
and therefore appreciable repercussions 
are taking place with adjacent crafts- 
men. The finishing of the bomb damage 
work igs generally now including some 
superficial amount of decoration, and 
again, owing to the extreme shortage of 
decorators, it is often difficult to declare 
a property finished which is still need- 
ing its priming and one or two coats 
on new woodwork, and its elementary 
coat of distemper on walls and ceilings. 

In addition to these difficulties with 
certain specific types of craftsmen, there 
are others which arise from delay in 
delivery of certain materials, sometimes 
of a special character, such as tiles, 
special stoves and ranges, sanitary fit- 
tings, and overriding all, the delivery of 
joinery goods, which frequently have to 

e made to a special pattern. The in- 
dustry is therefore faced at the moment 
with a special problem of organisation 
in dealing with these specific difficulties 
of a specific operation. 


The Wider Field of Orvarisation. 

The industry as a whole may be justi- 
fied in leaving the solution of these 
bomb damage problems to those archi- 
tects, engineers, surveyors and builders 
who find themselves immediately con- 
cerned with their operation, and _ it 
should rightly at this moment turn its 
attention to the wider issues which will 
affect the whole building programme of 
the next few years, 

I have discussed-on a number of pre- 
vious occasions the internal organisation 
of huilding work and its effect upon the 
professional and the industrial side of 
the industry, but there is another side 


which is beginning to assume _ very 
serious proportions, i.e., the Ministerial 
or Government side which is concerned 
with the Regulations and Directions 
under which the industry must work. 


Government Control. 

When a Government controls all the 
effective working of an industry as large 
and complicated as that of building, it 
assumes (responsibilities which are so 
widespread that it can either oil the 
wheels of the machine and make it travel 
in a more orderly and better manner 
than it would do alone, or it can act 
as a severe brake on the whole of the 
work which should be proceeding. 

Control on this widespread basis is 
by no means easy to direct. It can be 
directed successfully only if there are 
people in control who are fully aware of 
the ramifications which each particular 
order or: instruction or restriction has 
upon builders of small, medium or large 
size, and of the effect it will have upon 
the normal working conditions in the 
industry. 


The Professional Side. 

The slowness with which instructions 
have been issued for the release of tech- 
nieal staff seems to indicate a lack of 
realisation of the very long periods of 
preparation which building works en- 
tail. For work of any size at all 
several months are necessary. For works 
of real magnitude, i.e., works of £100,000 
in value and over, it is with difficulty 
that complete discussions ean take place 
on the early stages of proposals, that 
surveys can be made, sketch plans and 
working drawings completed, bills of 
quantities taken out and issued, tenders 
obtained and preparations made to start 
work in a period of less than twelve 
months. It is true that this period can 
at times be shortened in various direc- 
tions, but every period of shortening 
tends to mean less detailed settlement, 
it tends to allow the builder to com- 
mence his operations with incomplete 
information, and insufficient oppor- 
tunity for advance ordering of materials 
or the organisation of labour, and while, 
therefore, the date of commencement 
may seem to have been advanced sub- 
stantially, it is doubtful whether the 
date of completion of the work has been 
improved at all, and it may easily have 
been delayed. It has become a matter 
of the first importance that the Govern- 
ment should consider releases on ‘‘B"’ 
Certificate, or by direct releases from the 
Forces completely of all qualified and 
some substantial number of partially 
trained professional men. It is not 
sufficient that these men are released 
solely to Government or local authorities’ 
offices. A proportion of the work of the 
whole industry must of necessity be 
done by the private architect, and the 
magnitude of the total building task is 
such that all sections of the professions 
devoted to building need to be started 
as soon as possible. 


Priority Lists of Classes of Buildings. 
While the public offices: may instruct 
their staffs to go forward with housing 
and other schemes without regard to cost 
of services involved, quite the opposite is 
the case with the private owner and the 
private architect. Each of these needs 
some confidence that the work upon 
which he is engaged will develop into a 
building contract of some reasonable 
period. At present it is not possible to 
do more than guess at the classes of 
building which the Government may be 
prepared to approve. It is accepted that 
housing must be a first charge on tha 
whole industry, but in addition to liv- 
ing, people must be able to have the 
means by which they live, in other 
words, factories, offices, schools and a 
number of other types of buildings will 
be necessary as well as houses for the 
resettlement of the people. Clearly the 
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riority of these different classes of 

uildings will vary in different parts of 
the country, and each local authority 
may well have to issue its own modi- 
fication of a general priority list, but if 
the Government were to issue a list of 
classes, of priority, giving some sort of 
grade and sume indication of the time, 
even although it may be vague, at which 
they think the progress of housing or 
other urgencies will permit them to 
grant licences, this would provide a 
foundation for the organisation of the in- 
dustry as a whole. As an example, we 
might have a city like Bristol, where 
much of the success of the whole com- 
munity depends upon docks or specified 
industries, indicating that at the end of 
twelve months it hopes to be able to 
start the erection of certain docks, 
warehouses or other buildings. It might 
give an indication of the date at which 
it thinks that it would be able to start 
schools or its shops. In London the 
priority list might well vary to some ex- 
tent from north to south, and east to 
west, but a general priority list. indi- 
cating that during the first year certain 
classes of buildings would be considered, 
during the second certain other classes, 
third, still more, and so on, would enable 
the individual buildings owners, indi- 
vidual local authorities, individual pro- 
fessional’ men—architects, engineers, 
and surveyors—to model their organisa- 
tion in such a way that it will be ready 
to start those buildings when the time 
arrives, 


Labour. 

Just as the professional side of build- 
ing needs some indication of the work 
upon ‘which it should be engaged, in 
order that it may commence its organi- 
sation, so the industrial side needs an 
indication on. general lines of the speed 
with which men will be released from 
the Forces, so that it can have some idea 
of the number of men it is likely to be 
able to control at the end of six, nine, 
twelve or eighteen months, or two years, 
as the case may be. Moreover, it is 
necessary to have some indication of the 
geographical distribution of the men 
who will be released, and some idea of 
their trades. The general lines of this 
information should be available both in 
the Army, Navy and Air Force, and in 
the Ministry of Labour. There should 
be some plan upon which the men are to 
be released from the Forces, and the 
outlines of this plan should be in the 
possession of the industry in order that 
it may organise its material supply, its 
manufacturers and its own organising 
staff to be ready to use the men when 
they are available. 


Sub-contractors and Manufacturers. 

Without some such general knowledge 
it is not possible for sub-contractors and 
manufacturers, in their turn, to or- 
ganise the supply of manufactured build- 
ing materials, so that they will be avail- 
able in approximately the right quan- 
tities to coincide with the release of 
men from the Forces, and we are all 
aware of the extreme disorganisation 
which is caused by the failure of mate- 
tials to reach the site at the moment 
when men are required to use them: If 
this disorganisation -was great when a 
large unemployment force ‘was in_exist- 
ence and men could be engaged and 
discharged with impunity, disorganisa- 
tion is going to be very much greater, 
in fact an impossible cog in the work- 
ing wheel, if it happens when labour can 
only, with difficulty. be drafted to each 
job as it is required. 


Licences. 

The wheels of the machine will net 
turn unless they have some conscious 
idea of the direction in which they are 
turning. In other words, the builder 
cannot commence to organise his work 
in detail until that work is visibly in 
front of him. The present extreme re 
strictions on the issue of licences 15 
such that no one knows what work is 
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to be available when in London bomb 
damage begins to come to an end, and in 
the country men begin to be demobilised 
and placed at the disposal of the local 
builder. The licence policy should, 
therefore, be overhauled. It might be 
possible to issue a very much greater 
number of licences, with a clear under- 
taking that the work would only be built 
as and when men are released from the 
Forces and, therefore, the possession of 
a licence did not necessarily. carry with 
it the power to carry out the work. 
Nevertheless, when these licences were 
in the offices of architects and surveyors, 
and in the hands of the master builders, 
each and all of them would begin to 
calculate the -quantities of materials 
required; they would have a much 
clearer idea of the orders which they 
would have to place, they could begin 
actually to calculate the number of men 
who would be placed on the different 
contracts at different periods, and a very 
large amount of the necessary pre- 
liminaries would be overcome by the 
time the men were available. Some 
licensing system of this more generous 
order is needed for another reason. 
When men are released in large num- 
bers from the Forces they will return to 
their original homes or to new homes 
they are making for themselves, and it 
was common knowledge in the early days 
of the war, before direction was oper- 
ated by the Ministry of Labour, that men 
could frequently be in existence unem- 
ployed in substantial numbers in one 
part of the country, and could be 
seriously short of minimum require- 
ments in another. When, therefore, the 
men are released from demobilisation, 
it is almost certain that this unbalance 
of trade and unbalance of labour will 
exist. If there have been issued a large 
number of licences for works all over 
the country there will be means actually 
at hand to absorb at once any potential 
unemployment which might occur. It is 
not sufficient to say there is decoration, 
minor works, bomb damage, to be done 
in most parts of the country. We have 
now enough experience to know that 
these works only partially employ the 
heavy. trades of the bricklayer and 
mason, and to a lesser extent the navvy 
and the concrete mixer, but they also 
only moderately employ the joiner and 
plumber, the hot-water fitter and the 
electrician. The electrician, perhaps, 
might be absorbed, but the remaining 
trades will find that they have sufficient 
work in front of them, and therefore a 
comprehensive view of licensing as a 
whole is necessary if we are not to face 
the possibility of appreciable unemploy- 
— in the very early stage of demobili- 
sation, 


Fear of Unemployment 

There is another reason why this defi- 
nite issue of licences is essential. In 
England, unlike America, all classes of 
the community have for years lived in 
the shadow of unemployment. This 
fear has become almost ingrained in 
many types of temperament, and unless 
it is entirely removed by the clear exist- 
ence of obvious work ready and waiting 
to be done, it will operate as an unseen 
brake to doing really hard consistent 
work aimed at the completion of the job 
irrespective of what the future work is 
to be. Even to-day it is not at all cer- 
tain that fear of unemployment or un- 
certainty as to future employment is not 
slowing down, to some extent, the bomb 
damage work of London. 


Deposited Plans. 

Another matter upon which the licea- 
sing system could be of great help to 
the industry is to encourage the deposit 
with the Ministry of Works Licensing 
Department or officers, of complete sets 
of drawings of works ready to be started 
at short notice. These might be deposited 
with an undertaking that they would 
Teceive serious consideration, but not 
necessarily receive a licence. If at any 
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stage substantial groups of the industry 
found themselves short of work, then 
these deposited schemes might be granted 
whole or partial licences. For the well- 
being of the industry all of its members 
should be put to work as soon as pos- 
sible, and certain work of preparation 
could well go forward without . any 
undertaking that the buildings would 
necessarily be completed as long as the. 
building owners clearly understood that 
they were carrying this responsibility. 
Thus, in the early stages of work, when 
the heavier industries of building may 
well be without employment—those for 
example dealing with steelwork and re- 
inforced concrete, heating schemes, lift 
manufacture, and so forth—licences 
might be granted for contracts which 
were largely or wholly connected with 
these sections of the industry. In cer- 
tain cases there will be a considerable 
time lag between the commencement of 
the foundations of heavy buildings and 
the time at which there will be any 
need for the lighter trades to operate on 
their completion. If there is to be a 
shortage in some branches of the in- 
dustry and not others, then there would 
be an advantage in spreading over a 
longer period the men doing this sec- 
tionalised work, and it might be possible 
in certain selected cases to sanction the 
foundations, particularly difficult ones, 
such as piles, the fabrication and pos- 
sibly erection of steel frames, the 
fabrication and partial assembly of 
boilers and heating plant, and _ the 
fabrication and partial assembly of lifts. 
This would help to get moving the vast 
machine of the subsidiary trades of 
building, and it could be done without 
any influence or only a very slight in- 
fluence on the progress of housing. 


Partial Training and Partial Skill. 
Within the limited confines of types 
of buildings which will be needed in the 
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immediate poet-wer period, there is vor 
large room for the use of operatives wi 
partial raining, bricklayers capable of 
doi straightforward walling, joiners 
capable of attending to the more 

forward types of joinery, decorators whe 
can do simple distempering and straight- 
forward painting, and soon. The nature 
of the National Training Scheme for 
these men should become public know- 
ledge at an early date. The method by 
which they are to enter the indu 
should be established as soon as possib 
small numbers of them could start to 
filter into the industry in the near future, 
and the industry should start to learn 
how best it can employ these men with 
partial skill to obtain the best possible 
resu . 


Planning of Work. 

We have, therefore, considered the 
means by which official action can make 
available to the industry the foundations 
upon which its own organisation must 
be built in the immediate future. Un- 
til these fundamentals are made clear, 
until this source of work is made avail- 
able, until these general directions are 
issued, it is extremely difficult for the 
most able organiser of an office, work- 
shop, or a site, to go forward with con- 
fidence, and so plan his work, his mate- 
rials, his supervising force, and his men. 
that he can make the most visible an 
concrete progress out of the whole, and 
it is to be hoped that at no very distant 
date we may have in the industry clear 
instructions upon all the points which I 
have enumerated. 


OBITUARY 


Robert Marchant, A.R.1.B.A. 
The death is reported of Mr. Robert 
Marchant, A.R.I.B.A., at the age of 74. 


Alexander H. Crawford, F.R.1.B.A. 

The death is announced of Mr. Alex- 
ander Hunter Crawford, F.R.I.B.A., late 
of Liverpool, where he was staff architect 
to Messrs. William Crawford & Sons, 
biscuit manufacturers. He was 80. 


Percy Morris, F.R.1.B.A. 

The death is announced of Mr. Percy 
Morris, former Devon County Architect. 
He was 77. A native of es, Mr. 
Morris went to Exeter in 1903 as architect 
to Devon County Education Committee. 
He was appointed county architect. in 
1926, and was engaged on the provision of 
police stations and housing and work on 
the county buildings till his retirement in 
1934. He was hon. secretary to Devon 
Archeological Exploration Society, and 
took an active interest in the discovery of 
Roman remains in Exeter. A Friend of 
Exeter Cathedral, Mr. Morris did a oon- 
siderable amount of research into certain 
aspects of the Cathedral’s history, notably 
the fourteenth-century altar screen. ‘He 
was a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries 
and a vice-president of Devon and Exeter 
Institution. Mr. Morris was Arthur Cates 
Prizeman in 1897. He went on the retired 
Fellows’ list in 1934. 


J. W. G. Cronk. ; 

We regret to record the death of Mr. 
John Wm. Geo. Cronk, building contrac- 
tor, of Brixton Hill, London. 


Management of Municipal Housing 
Estates. 

Advice to local authorities on the 
management of their housing estates 
under post-war conditions is given in a 
report, issued by the Ministry of Health, 
of a sub-committee of the Central Housing 
Advisory Committee, under the chairman~ 
ship of Lord Balfour of Burleigh. It is: 
obtainable from H.M. Stationery Office, 
London, price 6d. net, post free 8d. 


G 
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” ” CORRESPONDENCE 


s ira and other’ Hey Sintered tear" rashes . 
a aah ION gg 
oblige wit they will express their views as briefly 
as A 
‘ Allocation of Contracts. 
To rue Eprror or The Builder. 

Sm,—I have read with no little con- 
cern the letter appearing in your issue of 
October 5, under the signature of the 
Secretary of the Federation of Master 
Builders. 

If this correspondent had read pie 
little farther into the report of Mr. 
Hughes’s speech he would have seen that 
the latter gentleman was advocating that 
contracts be placed with small or medium 
firms. Mr; Venning’s letter is accordingly 
an obvious. misrepresentation of fact, 
albeit unintentional. 
R. W. THoRoGoop. 

Surbiton, Surrey. 

[In reply to the above letter, Mr. L. B. 
Venning writes : ‘‘I have read the above 
letter by Mr. Thorogood, and there is 
certainly no misrepresentation of fact. 
Mr. Hughes is reported to have made a 
definite statement, which I claim is 
wrong. If contracts are to be allocated 
on any other basis than existing labour 
force, the medium and smaller builder 
would not survive present-day conditions. 
For Messrs. Thorogood & Sons’ benefit I 
would inform them that Ministry of 
Works’ investigation has proved that 
since the war the firm which has been 
built up is within the category of medium 


and small.’’] 


To tHe Eprtor or The Builder. 

Sm,—As a small-medium builder en- 
deavouring to get re-established I should 
like to record my complete agreement with 
Mr. G. H. A. Hughes’s opening remarks 
published in your issue of September 21 
and my emphatic disagreement with Mr. 
L. B. Venning’s remarks published in 
your issue of October 5. 

Mr. Venning’s letter serves to strengthen 
my impression that the leaders of our 
Federation are out of touch with the 
real needs of the small-medium builder, 
especially those who closed down their busi- 
nesses to serve in H.M. Forces or other 
work of national importance. During my 
54 years’ absence I have received only two 
short notes from the Federation, and these 
were in reply to letters of mine. I should 
have appreciated a monthly or quarterly 
summary of what was going on, but when 
wages ceased so did subscriptions and all 
interest in those who went to fight in 
order that others might continue to build. 

The attitude appears to be that we 
should be extremely grateful to those who 
have carried on the facilities for us to 
return to; so we are, but is the balance- 
sheet as one-sided as that? Individuals, 
when approached, have been most helpful, 
but has the Federation done a single thing 
to help us to make a fresh start, such as 
issuing a general directive on forms and 
procedure and a list of new publications 
we require to bring our “libraries”? up to 
date? Or a résumé of the difficulties and 
snags we are likely to encounter under the 
various forms of contracts? So far as I 
am aware they have not taken one. little 
step out of their normal routine to assist 
us, and each of us is left to ferret out 
every detail for himself. } 

Big firms have no such difficulties and 
seem to have flourished and extended 
their activities. On a recent visit to my 
provincial city the transport and adver- 
tisements in the local Press of two big 
London contractors were very prominent ; 
I had never seen either before the war. 


THE BUILDER 


What is to stop their using up E.P.T. by 
undercutting on local housing contracts 
and thereby obtaining first call on all the 
available labour? at exactly is the 
“* protection ’’ against this to which Mr. 
Venning makes reference? 

Mr. Venning’s comment on Mr. W. A. 
Harrison’s letter scopy enclosed) published 
in the Daily Telegraph a few days ago 
would also be of interest. 

S. P. Purkxiss, 
Commander, R.N.V.R. 
(about to be demobilised). 

London, S8.E.26. 

The letter referred to above 
follows :— 

Missine Buiipers. 

T'o the Editor of the Daily Telegraph 

Str,—I read that Mr. Bevan is con- 
cerned about the numbers of builders who 
have been demobilised but lost. 

May I suggest that Mr. Bevan stretch a 
net between any labour exchange and the 
nearest town hall? : 

He will then catch on one side all those 
weary builders who are on their way to 
obtain a contract from the local authority 
before they can be allowed labour, and on 
the other side those who are on their way 
to obtain men before they can be allowed 
a contract.—Yours faithfully, 

W. A. Harrison. 

Boreham Wood, Herts. 


Air Feed to Flues. 
To tee Eprrorn«r The Builder. 

Str,—In the very interesting experi- 
mental house described in your last issue 
I note one point in particular, and that is 
the provision of air supply from outside 
teh house to the solid-fuel burning grates 
on the ground floor. My experience is 
that this is very necessary in these days, 
when metal casements are used and care 
is taken to prevent draughts. It is also 
necessary to provide this supply of air to 
reconditioned large open fireplaces. One 
of the difficulties, however, is that in so 
many cases there is a solid floor which is 
more often than not at the same level as 
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the ground level. Have any of your 
readers experience as to how best to supply 
fresh air in these circumstances? 
Cuas. J. Barker, 
Stratford-on-Avon, 


BUILDING COSTS 
MR. BEVAN’S VIEWS. 


Announcine that the Government in- 
tend to give local authorities additional 
pews to acquire land for building sites, 

r, Aneurin Bevan, Minister of Health, 
speaking at a conference of the Association 
of Municipal Corporations on October 20, 

said that the colossal task of building 
4,000,000 to 5,000,000 houses would try the 
executive efficiency of the Government 
which would very largely be judged by the 
way it solved the housing problem—and so 
would the local governments. He believed 
the main housing problem of Great 
Britain could be solved by the local 
authorities, and in relying upon them he 
to receive their enthusiastic co- 
operation. 

‘* Our chief executive instrument in the 
actual construction of houses will be the 
local authorities,’’ he continued. ‘‘ There- 
fore, there rests upon you a great responsi- 
bility. We want you to overhaul pro- 
cedure and discover where you may speed 
up. To help you to get the technical staffs 
you need I have sent in the lists of names 
that you have sent to me of administrative 
and technical men you require released 
from the Forces, and I would like you to 
inform me of these releases as they occur. 

‘* The next thing you need is to be able 
to acquire housing sites. I cannot tell you 
yet what our proposals are, but I can tell 
you that we are going to furnish you with 
additional powers of land acquisition. 
What you need above all else are labour 
and materials, and for the former we shall 
have to rely upon the enthusiasm and 
co-operation of the building operatives.” 

If they could reach the level of output of 
each building operative that was reached 
round about 1930-33, they would be able 
very largely to solve the housing problem 
by building traditional types of houses. 
But the building world must realise that 
unless the country, could have a satisfactory 
standard of output from _ traditional 
methods they would have to rely upon 
other assistance in house construction. The 
extent to which they would be driven to 
unconventional means of construction 
would depend upon the rate at which tradi. 
tional types were built. 

Mr. Bevan said he had resisted a number 
of housing tenders that he believed were 
too high, and would continue to resist 
similar tenders. The housing ponerse 
was going to be ruined by high costs un- 
less they could introduce some. discipline 
into the industry at an early stage. It was 
ruined at the end of the 1914-18 war, when 
the housing programme collapsed because 
there was not sufficient control over prices. 
The contractor must look for his profits to 
small margins on a large number of houses, 
and not on large margins on a small num- 
ber of houses. Competitive tenders should 
be invited in every case. It would also be 
his job to keep down prices of building 
materials. Prices were brought down dur- 
ing the war, and would be brought down 
during the housing drive. Chief reliance 
would be placed on the construction of 
houses to rent, because it was the duty of 
the Government to attend first to the needs 
of the lower income groups. 


War Works Commission. 

Tae War Works Commission has 
appointed Mr. Harold F. Williams as 
Secretary of the Commission. He was 
Secretary to the Uthwatt Committee on 
Compensation and Betterment: 
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HOUSE BUILDING 


A LONDON CONFERENCE. 


A JOINT meeting of the Federation of 
Master Builders and the Distributors of 
Builders’ Supplies Joint Council to 
discuss the question of house building was 
held. at the Royal ay (4 Society on 
Tuésday. Sir Geoffrey A: Clarke, é8.1 ; 
‘0.B.E., presided. About 20 M.P.s were 
present. 

Str. Harry R. Setizy, J.P., President of 
the F.M.B., said the housing problem 
had not up to the present been tackled in 
weal earnest. The policy had been of a 
wavering nature and there had been too 
amnuch political bias brought to play in the 
issue. How could we, at the earliest 
possible date, provide for the community 
at large the accommodation which was 
so vital to its future well-being? 

- “The builder tells you quite defi- 
nitely,” proceeded the speaker, ‘that 
whatever the requirements of the country, 
given freedom of action, labour and mate- 
tial, he can satisfy the demands, but 
Dound and fettered by Governmental 
control and the worst form of bureau- 
eracy, he cannot produce the homes which 
will meet the country’s needs. From the 
builder’s point of view, we would divide 
the responsibilities which devolve upon 
us in dealing with this enormous problem 
into four parts :— 

(a) The building of new _ houses, 
bungalows and flats, whether for local 
authorities or by private enterprise. 

(b) The reinstatement of badly blitzed 
petty whether it be by normal first- 
aid and secondary repair or whether it be 
the rebuilding of partly demolished 
houses, conversion of existing property, 
or the erection of new houses on vacant 
sites which come within the category of 
a cost of works payment. 

(c) The normal repair, both from a 
maintenance decorative angle, of 
those properties ‘which have survived the 
war period, and to which at this date it is 
essential that early attention should be 
given in order to preserve the particular 
ay 4 

(d) The reinstatement and building of 
industrial, commercial, public utility 
and other buildings, which includes 
schools, churches, etc. 

“ Dealing with item (a), the bulk of the 
materials required for houses are bricks, 
cement, lime, tiles, slates, timber, light 
castings, plumbing goods and other fit- 
ments—and until these goods are manu- 
factured in sufficient quantities to meet 
the demands no progress can be achieved. 
Again, the distribution through local 
ehannels of the majority of these mate- 
rials is a vital factor in the programme, 
since all component parts in the produc- 
tion of a house are, in the main, drawn 
from local sources. Labour must be made 
available to the manufacturers of the 
goods with which the industry builds 
the house and no building programme 
should be launched from the builders’ 
angle until those responsible can ensure 
that the flow of-material from the manu- 
facturers will justify the demand. Hence, 
it is essential that reinstatement of labour 
at manufacturers’ level is of primary im- 

ortance. Again, the stabilising of prices 
or such ‘goods and the early removal of 
purchase tax from goods which are vitally 
essential in the repair and construction 
of a house should be brought to the atten- 
tion of the Government. 

“Tt is evident that no -housing pro- 
gramme can be successfully dealt with 
unless private enterprise plays its part, 
and statistics have proved that, between 
the wars, private enterprise has always 
been responsible for the major part of 
mew house building. Consequently any 
progress launched must of necessity 

conducted upon lines which provide 
an outlay not only for local authority 
building but private enterprise house 
building. House building to-day, at the 
present level of cost, shows 100 per cent. 
imcrease’ over figures obtaining ‘in 1938, 
and it is imperative’ 'to the’ country’s 
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welfare that there should be stabilisation 

of prices generally at some figures which 
will be compatible with present-day rates 
of wages. 

“Again, the labour situation is such 
that neither from the manufacturer's 
angle, nor the builder’s, can progress be 
achieved unless His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment resolve at an early date to make 
drastic alterations in the existing de- 
mobilisation scheme, so that those con- 
nected with tke building industry can 
return to civil life and obtain employ- 
ment in their home districts. 

“The materials and the labour required 
to undertake (b) are similar to those 
already described and the same difficul- 
ties exist in regard to supplies of both 
items. Here, from the builder’s angle, we 
welcome the Government’s endeavour to 
get away from a cost-plus basis of work- 
ing at the earliest possible date, for un- 
doubtedly this is a disadvantage rather 
than an advantage to the industry as a 
whole. In the change-over from a period 
of ‘emergency to normal working, the 
facilities for contracting must be provided 
which are economical to all concerned. 
The builder, ‘more -than- anybody in~the 
ramifications which make up our indus- 
try, appreciates the difficulties which 
confront those who are responsible for 
guiding the policy in such circumstances. 
It is highly dangerous and ineffectual to 
endeavour to bind the industry by con- 
tracts which are not acceptable unless 
these have first had the effective co-opera- 
tion of those representing the whole. 

“The builder is anxious to collaborate 
in every possible way which will enable a 
speed-up to be effected in this type of 
work. On item (c), it is no elaboration on 
my part to point out the deterioration in 
property during the period of the war by 
lack of attention, and in any policy, con- 
sideration must be given to preservation 
of existing houses. Under category (d) it 
is evident that until the housing problem 
has been satisfied in the main, the géneral 
execution of this work must lie in abey- 
ance, but for the benefit of the community 
ample facilities must be provided for 
worship, recreation and the other phases 
which make up the communal life of the 
nation.” 

Mr. Percy G.. Donatp, chairman 
D.B.S.J.C., having explained at some 
length the distributive functions of the 


industry, proceeded : 
SLIDING 


KING 333: 






GEAR 








Write for fully illustrated booklet 
shewing all types of King Sliding 
Door Gear 


MITCHIN 
“HERTS: 
GLASGOW 


feliiec 


GEO.W.KING LT 


HITCHIN 960 | MANCHESTER p NEWCASTLE) 
) CENTRAL 3947 24198 i) 





{10 1 8 
(10 lines} 98 


317 


‘Builders’ merchants are not respon- 
sible for production costs. Where these 
are not subject to Government control, 
the costs are dictated by the manufac- 
turer, As far back as 1943 the 
D.B.S.J.C, iasked for the main com- 
modity prices to be pegged. Based on 
a negative response the Price Regula- 
tion Committee was approached and 
agreement reached which resulted in the 
monthly issue by the D.B.S.J.C. of 
maximum opricés. These prices are 
utilised by many Government Depart- 
ments and municipalities, as check 
prices. : 

Pegging of prices, after a war, has a 
value on a short market, but if prices 
are unduly low it tends to discourage 
newcomers into the manufacturing in- 
dustry, which is the ultimate manner of 
securing competitive price. reduction. 
The manufacturer, to keep his costs 
down, requires regular orders, accom- 
panied by such prompt payments as wil] 
enable him to meet his recurrin; wages 
bills. He secures these ends ty e 
regular dispersal of his production into 
merchant warehouses throughout the 
country, where it then becomes available 
to meet current building demands. 
Spasmodic large-scale orders, by elimin- 
ating continuity, are a definite embar- 
rassment to works. 

“The builder secures from the mer- 
chant immediate delivery, a fact that 
often is of much greater import than 
even the cost of the supply. He also 
receives that credit accommodation as 
will enable him to bridge over the 
period until he receives his building 
society or banking advances. These ad- 
vances are only payable at certain com- 
pleted stages of building. ate 

“The Purchase Tax is a restrictive 
and cost-raising factor on building. Mer- 
chants may be ae apprehensive of 
stocking supplies loaded with such arti- 
ficial “‘ plusages.”” That the tax is not 
paid by any Government Department sug- 
ests that building cost figures which, 
rom time to time, may be presented to 
the House do not, in fact, reflect the 
true position. The tax was introduced 
to discourage the  oghery of assumed 
luxuries. It’ may be that it is retained 
because the Government realise that 
houses are still luxuries! 

“Just a word on controls. Some con- 
trols are still required, but as operated 
to-day, when the requirements of one 
trade are divided up between a variety 
of Departments, they become restrictive 
to an extreme degree. A major licen- 
sing control of building, related to 
the bottle-necks of industry, and a cessa- 
tion of Government and municipal stock 
hoarding would enable a considerably 
larger provision of immediate accommo- 
dation. The bottle-necks could then be 
tackled as a specific problem.” 

Other speakers followed, a report of 
whose remarks will be given next week. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Timber Control: New Area Address. 

The Ministry of Supply announce that 
the Area 5 (London) office of the Timber 
Control has been removed to 24, Kings- 
way, Sardinia-street, London, W.C.2, tele- 
phone Holborn 4300. 


Ministry of Supply: Abrasives, etc. 

The Ministry of Supply has agreed to 
the release of Mr. C. J. Brockbank from 
his post as Controller of Abrasives, 
Graphite and Asbestos. Communications 
should now be addressed to the Abrasives, 
Graphite and Asbestos Section, Raw Mate- 
rials Department, Berkeley Court, Glent- 
worth-street, London, N.W.1. Mr. Brock- 
bank will continue to act.as adviser to 
the Ministry on abrasives. 


Timber Control; 
Technical Plywood Section. 

The Ministry of Supply announce that 
the Technical Plywood Section of the 
Timber Control has moved to ‘the Guards 
Boat Club,’ Maidenhead, ‘ Berks. Tele- 
phone unchanged—Maidenhead 2480. 








318 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Rural Housing. 

In reply to questions by Mr. Collins 
and Mr. Nutting, Mr. Bevan (Minister of 
Health) said that it was the Government's 
intention to concentrate the limited 
building labour available so far as pos- 
sible on building new houses, and he had 
asked the Rural Housing Sub-Committee 
ef his Central Housing Advisory Com- 
mittee to advise him whether recon- 
diticning would be likely to divert labour 
from the building of new houses. He 
would consider whether any action could 
be taken to facilitate reconditioning on 
receipt of the Sub-Committee’s report. 


Prefabricated Houses. 

In reply to Mr. Lipson, Mr. Bevan 
said that the import of prefabricated 
houses from America ceased with the 
ending of Lease-Lend arrangements, at 
which time about 8,000 houses had been 
shipped. These were now being distri- 
buted for erection. Orders had been 
placed in Sweden for 5,000 timber houses. 

elivery of these had now: commenced and 
— be completed within the next four 
months. 


Release of Architects. 

COMMANDER Noste asked the Minister of 
Health whether consideration was being 
given to the release under Scheme B of 
assistants to architects in private practice 
as well as to assistant architects, sur- 
veyors and engineers in the Forces if 
they were applied for by local authorities 
as already announced. 

Mr. Bevan: Yes; sir. 


Architectural Students. 

Str J. Metior asked the Minister of 
Labour whether he was aware that in the 
Birmingham School of Architecture the 
duration of the course and the standard 
required were not less than at the uni- 
versities: and whether he would now ex- 
tend to students at this school the scheme 
for release under Class B of certain 
art students. 

Mr. Isaacs said that the scheme for 
release of certain arts students under 
Class B had been confined to Universities, 
and he could not make an exception as 
suggested without extending the scheme 
to other institutions with similar claims. 


Release of Building Operatives. 

Lizut-Com, CiarK HvraHison asked 
the Minister of Labour whether he could 
give the number of building trade opera- 
tives ink, released from the Services 
under the Class B scheme and the num- 
ber which it was estimated would be re- 
leased under this scheme by December 31, 
1945, respectively. 

Min. Isaacs said that the number of 
building operatives released in Class B 
between July 16, when the Class B scheme 
came into operation, and September 15, 
the latest date for which figures were 
available, was 3,829. In addition, 664 
men were released in Class. B to indus- 
tries ancillary to building. It was not 

ossible to say how many were likely to 

e released by December 31, but the pre- 
sent programme of Class B releases pro- 
vided for the release of 60,000 building 
operatives and 10,000 men for ancillary 
trades as quickly as possible. 

Sra. P. NALD asked the Minister 
of Labour whether he was aware that 
many small building employers were ad- 
vising their employees not to apply for 
Class B release from the Services on the 
ground that they might get back to their 
original employers quicker if they waited 
for release under Class A, and whether, 
in view of the necessity of expediting the 
building programme, he would consider 
the possibility of allowing building trade 
operatives release from the Army, pro- 
viding solely that they return to the 
building trade, and if they so desired, to 
their pre-war employers. 

. Mr. Isaacs said that releases of build- 
ing werkers under Class B were for the 
purpose of expediting the housing pro- 
gramme. The arrangements already pro- 
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vided for a man released in this way 
to be placed with his former employer 
if he would be employed on work con- 
nected with that programme. 

Mr. Hoge asked the Minister of Labour 
how many operatives it was estimated 
would be employed in the building in- 
dustry by May 10, 1946. 

Ma, Isaacs said it was expected that by 
May 10, 1946, the number of operatives 
available for employment in the build- 
ing industry would be about 750,000. It 
was not easy to distinguish between 
building workers and civil engineering 
workers, and many of the latter were 
available for building work. 


Essential Work Order. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of 
Labour when and how he intended taking 
aetion to amend or terminate the Essen- 
tial Work Order as it applies to the build- 
ing, industry. _ 

R. Isaacs said that the future of the 
Essential Work Order for building was 
under discussion with the industry, and 
he was not in a position to make any 
statement until these discussions were 
concluded, 

Mr. W. J. Brown asked the Minister of 
Labour when it will be possible to lift 
the Essential Work Order from the 
cement works industry in Britain.— 
Mr. Isaacs: I would ask the hon. mem- 
ber to await the general statement which 
I hope to make shortly on the subject of 
labour controls. 

Mr. Brown: May I ask whether the 
Minister is aware that, as the rates 
of pay in this industry are especially low, 
there is deep resentment about men bein 
tied to badly paid jobs by the Essentia 
Work Order; and will he give very care 
ful attention to this case in his general 
review ?—Mkr. Isaacs: Certainly, but un- 
fortunately that fact does not apply only 
to the cement industry. 


The Greater London Report. 

Mr. DumpteTon asked the Minister of 
Town and Country Planning whether he 
had now completed consideration of Pro- 
fessor Abercrombie’s Report and pro- 
posals for the Greater London Area; and 
what steps he proposed to take, particu- 
larly in regard to the recommendation 
to set up a single overriding authority 
for the whole area. 

Mr. Smxrn_ said that much progress 
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had been made in the study of Professor. 


Abercrombie’s Report and proposals for 
the Greater London; Area; and he was 
intending shortly to call a conference of 
the authorities concerned in order to 
discuss with them possible lines 9f co- 
ordinated action . 


WORKING HOURS ON 
WAR DAMAGE REPAIRS 


NEW HOURS FOR LONDON. 

In serial note No. 147 issued to all loca} 
authorities within London Region, the 
Ministry of Health state that consultation 
has taken place with the National Federa- 
tions of Building Trades Employers and 
Operatives regarding the working hours 
which should operate on war damage re- 
iy in London from October 8. It has 

een agreed that as from that date the 
control of working hours in the London 
Civii Defence Region should revert to the 
ordinary machinery under the Workin 
Rule Agreement which is administere 
by the London Regional Joint Committee 
and that there should be no return to 
Sunday working. 

Accordingly as from October 8, 1945, the 
Working Rules of the industry dealing 
with working hours and overtime became 
operative, and this means that the work- 
ing hours in London are now as follows =: 

/ Worxkina Hours. 

October 8 to November 3, 1945 (inclusive).— 
Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 12 noon; 1 p.m. 
to 5p.m. Saturday, 8 a.m. to 12 noon. 

November 5, 1945 to January 26, 1946 (inclu- 
sive) (where artificial light cannot be pro- 
vided).—Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 12 noon; 
12.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. Saturday, 8 a.m. to 12 
noon. 

January 28, 1946, onwards.—Monday to Friday, 
8 a.m. to 12 noon; 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, 
8 a.m. to 12 noon. 

Sunday work.—Sunday work is not permitted. 

Overtime.—Work beyond these hours 
will be subject to the erdinary London 
arrangements for overtime—t.e., that 
“overtime shall. not continue for more 
than six days consecutively without con- 
sent of the Local Joint Overtime Com- 
mittee ’’ to whom application for permis- 
sion to work overtime should be made. 

Saturday afternoon work.—The London 
Regional Joint Committee realise that it 
may be difficult in present circumstances 
to restrict the work on war damage re- 
pairs in the London District to 44 hours 
per week and they are prepared to agree, 
subject to application being made by con- 
tractors for overtime permits, that as from 
October 8, 1945, work may continue on 
War Damage Repairs 2 to 4 p.m. on 
Saturdays should this be found necessary. 

With regard to this last paragraph, a 
later Serial Note (No. 150) states: It is 
considered essential that the maximum 
work possible should be carried out on 
war damage repairs in London. Conse- 
quently, wherever there is work to be 

one and the contractor can provide an 

effective gang, local authorities should 
facilitate arrangements for Saturday 
afternoon working. 


DEMOLITION INDUSTRY HOURS. 


Decisions of the National, Demolition 
Industry Wages Board were made on 
October 4 with regard to (a) Time Lost 
Through Inclement Weather (new Work- 
ing Rule 7); and (b) Termination of Em- 
ployment (new Working Rule 7a). 


WoRKING Hours. 

It was decided also that the hours to 
be worked from October 8 to November 
10, 1945, should be as follows :— 

Mondays to Fridays ... 07.30 to 12.30 hours 

13.30 to 17.30 hours 

Saturdays ... . 07.30 to 12.00 hours 
From that date until six weeks after 
Christmas the hours should be :— 

Mondays to Fridays ... 07.30 to 12.30 hours 

13.00 to 16.30 hours 

Saturdays ... ... 07.30 to 12.00 hours 
If the Ministry of Works permitted am 
extension of the working hours on build- 
ing and repair work to 16.00 hours on 
Saturdays, a similar extension should 
apply to demolition. 
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REQUISITIONED LAND AND 


WAR WORKS ACT, 1945—4 
By W. T. CRESWELL, K.C. 
Part III. 

Sect. 15.—Public, highways may be 
stopped up or diverted permanently by the 
Minister of War Transport where they 
have been so treated under emergency 
powers during the war. 

For his purpose he may order the sub- 
stitution of other highways for those in 
use before the war and direct that they 
shall be repairable by the inhabitants at 
large and by an authority he names. High- 
ways substituted for trunk roads are to 
become trunk roads as under the Trunk 
Act, 1936. He will provide for the reten- 
tion or removal, with rights and mainten- 
ance, of. cables, wires, mains or_ pipes 
involved and confer rights as to the use 
or maintenance of all those which are 
provided in lieu thereof. 

He will also make orders for the costs 
incurred in such. reconstructional works 
to be paid by Parliament or other authori- 
ties or persons, and also for repayment, 
wholly or in part, of compensation already 
or to be paid under Section 1 or Section 2 
of the Restriction of Ribbon Development 
Act, 1935, as respects any highway stopped 
un or diverted under the Order. 

These provisions are to apply retro- 
spectively to works of reconstruction car- 
ried out before any appropriate order 
issued by the Minister; and any order of 
his may further include relevant orders for 
expediting the work and for the compul- 
sory acquisition of any land requisite. 

Sect. 16.—In reference to any railway, 
tramway, cable, wire or pipe placed in or 
on the highway for war purposes he may 
order any one of them to remain undis- 
turbed pending alternative provision for 
such transport and communications; sub- 
ject always to any over-ruling Acts. In 
cases where such communications have 
already been abandoned, he will not make 
any order as above. ; 

Sect. 17.—His intentions as above must 
bo published in the usual manner. to the 
public and to specially concerned persons 
and bodies. 

Sect. 18.—The Commission is to have a 
veto in matters of finance, and the final 
decision of all disputed matters rests with 
Parliament. 

Sect. 19.—Subject to certain requirements 
an order made by the Minister under this 
part of the Act is not to be questioned in 
any legal proceedings.. It becomes opera- 
tive on the date on which a notice is last 
published of it. 

Sect. 20.—A limit of two years from the 
end of war restricts the powers above 
detailed. 

Sects. 21 and 22.—Highways stopped up 
or ploughed over by the Minister of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries under Defence Regu- 
lations, 1939, or any telegraph lines placed 
under the Telegraph Acts, are exempted 
from the above powers of the Minister of 
War Transport. 

Parr IV. 

Sect. 23.—Where the Postmaster-General 
has constructed any telegraphic line under 
war emergency powers, he is empowered 
to have it considered as under the Tele- 
graph Acts, subject to any exemptions 
made prior to this Act. e line of the 
Compensation (Defence) Act, 1939, is 
exempted in all cases. The term ‘“‘ tele- 
graphic line’ comprises telegraphs, posts, 
ang any work, and also any cable, appara- 
tus, pneumatic or other, tube, pipe, or 
thing whatsoever used for the purpose of 
transmitting telegraphic messages, or 
maintaining telegraphic communication. 


THE BUILDER 


Sect. 24.—Persons whose interests are 
affected may object to the above exercise 
of power by the Postmaster-General, and 
such differences are to be settled under 
the Telegraph Act, 1878 (with any neces- 
sary adaptations), which provides for the 
determination of differences as to the 
placing of telegraph posts and telegraph 


lines. The right of appeal is provided for” 


and the Postmaster-General is not bound 
to remove a telegraph line until» three 
months from the final determination of any 
proceedings. 

Sect. 25.—Deep: lines laid under war 
emergency powers are not in general to be 
the subject of compensation to owners of 
the overlying land. But where a person 
proves that, but for this Act, he would 
have been able to interfere with a deep 
line, and if he has not already received 
any compensation for it from the Post- 
master-General, the latter may pay him 
for diminished value of, his land. This 
applies equally to any underground works 
relative to a deep line. Such compensa- 
tion is payable under Sect. 7 of the Tele- 
graph Act, 1863, and its amendments. 

‘** Deep line’? means one which mainly 
lies in a tunnel more than thirty feet 
below ground level or below the surface 
of overlying water, or ordinary spring tide 
high water level. 

Part V. 


Sect, 26.—Where ‘a local authority has 
normal powers to acquire land and has 
been -directed under Defence Regulations 
t» do work thereon, they may gain 
authority to acquire under this Part of 
this Act: (1) from the Minister of Trans- 
port in relation to construction of a high- 
way, (2) from the Secretary of State, the 
Minister of Health or the Minister of 
Education as the circumstances or the 
nature of the emergency works suggest. 
As usual, notice to acquire must be given 
before two years after the end of the 
war. 

Land temporarily used or works con- 
structed thereon during the emergency, by 
any outside authority for the purposes of a 
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police force, under Defence Regulations, is 
to be considered as having bee done or 
used by the local authority, for the pur- 
poses of this Act. 

Sect. 27.—Part VIE of the’ Local 
Government Act, 1933, as to the compul- 
sory acquisition of land is to apply,. in 

eneral, along with this part of this Act. 

ut, in reading the Act of 1933, “‘ The 
Minister of Health ” shall be ‘‘ the appro- 
priate Minister,” a ‘local authority °’ 
shall include ‘‘ also a combination of local 
authorities,”’ and the appropriate Minister 
may, at his discretion, ignore Subsection 
(3) of Section 161 of the’ Act of 1933 
relating to notices, or modify it, and dis- 
pense with a local inquiry. 

In the Administrative County of Lon- 
don, instead of ‘‘ Part VII of the Local 
Government Act, 1933,” read “* Part V of 
the London Government Act, 1939, Sec- 
tion 102 and Section 114 (Subsection 2).’’ 


(Z’o be continued.) 


SWELLING STRESSES IN GELS 
A FOREST PRODUCTS REPORT. 


Ir is well known that large forces ma 
be exerted during the constrained swell- 
ing of hygroscopic gel materials such as 
wood, and at a time when such materials, 
in the form of ite wood products 
or synthetic plastics derived from natural 
fibres are finding their way into exact en- 
gineering design, the phenomenon of swell- 
ing stresses is beginning to assume. con- 
siderable practical importance. 

A report just issued* is the result of 
work done during recent years by the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research at the Forest Products Research 
Laboratory on the caleulation of swelling 
stresses and elastic constants of wood and 
wood products, but as the subject is one 
likely to have wide applications to other 
materials, the treatment has been kept as 
generalised as possible. The report is in- 
tended to show the possibilities and prac- 
tical importance of a quantitative. treat- 
ment of swelling stresses, and is likely to 
interest the physicist and engineer as well 
as the physical chemist. 


Painting Contractors’ Meeting. 

A general meeting of the Federation of 
Painting Contractors, held ‘on Monday. at 
the Connaught Rooms, was preceded by a 
pleasant informal luncheon at which the 
President, Mr. Ben D. Gibbs. (Cardiff) 
welcomed the guests: for whom Mr. G. A. 
Morrison (Deputy -Director of Works) 
responded. ae ao 


Dirt and Vermin: Draft Code of Building 
Practice, — 


The Codes of Practice Committee of:the 
Ministry of Works has issued’ for*com- 
ment the draft’ Chapter X, '“ Dirt ‘and 

rmin,” of the ‘Code of Functional | Re- 
quirements of Buildings. With certain 
classes of buildings the risk. of .infesta- 
tion by vermin and rodents assumes very 
great importance. This chapter describes 
the general precautions necessary, in the 
design and construction of a building and 
its equipment and fittings, fo reduce,this 
risk to a minimum : it includes-details of 
the special constructional precautions. re- 
quired to guard against rodents, bed bugs, 
flies, cockroaches and- beetles, oh “Any 
comments on the draft will bé wéel¢dmed 
and fully considered before the abutter 
is finally approved. _ Copies» of :the .code 
may be obtained: from the »British:.Stan- 
dards — Institution, . 28, Victoria-street, 
London, 8.W.1, price 1s. post free, 


*Forest Products’ Research Special Report 
No. 6 on “ Swelling Stresses in Gels, and the 
Calculation of the Elastic Constants of Gels 
from their Hygroscopic Properties.” H.M. 
Stationery Office,- York House, Kingsway. 
W.C.2, price 1s. ‘net (by post 1s. 2d.). 
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“THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


CLACKMANNANSHIRE.—OC.C. to proceed 
with erection of eight three-apartment houses 


at Holton-cres. site, hie. 
' A OW .-Co ration Planning Com- 
aoe ne 200 Swedish 


mittee. approved lay-out for 
timber houses, at Balornock. 

GLASGOW.—E.C. placed contract with James 
G. Dewar, Ltd., for erection of four huts, pro- 
viding eight classrooms at Langton-rd., Pollok, 
at a cost of £5,707. 

GOUROCK.—I.C. has had type plans 
approved by Department of Health for Scot- 
land for erection of 400 houses in new housing 


area. 
IVER REE ING 3.0: to erect 48 houses 
at Hillfield site. 
PRESTWICK.—Dean of Guild Court passed 
plans for erection by Corporation of 144 houses 
at Marchburn district. Estimated cost, £45,000. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


OCTOBER 25. 
+Wellington (Salop) R.D.6.—8 houses at 


Edgmond. James Hickman and Son, Archi- 
tects, Market-st., Wellington, Shropshire. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


OCTOBER 26. 

+*Canterbury T.C.—24 houses at Reed-ave. L. 
Hugh Wilson (A.), City A. Dep. £2 2s. j 

Rotherham &.D.C.—58 houses on 2 sites. 
Lawton, Knight and Co., Architects, 1-3, College- 
et., Rotherham. Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 27. 

Meridan R.D.C.—22 houses on 2 sites.. E. and 
8., The Old Vicarage, Coleshill, Birmingham. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

Northwich U.D.€.—48 houses at Parkfield 
estate. F. J, James, 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 29. : 
Castle T.C.—({a) Construction of 
(b) extension = - 


Bishop's . 
conveniences at Union-st. ; 
addition to ladies’ lavatory at Town Hall. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
Bootie C.B.—24 flats at Booth-ave. B.E. and 
Dep. £2 


8. 3 

Doncaster C.B.—156 houses on various sites. 
Estates 8., 3, Priory-pl. Dep. £3 3s. 

t*East Suffolk C.C.—56 bays standard M.O.W. 
huts with brick wall panels, heating basement 
and covered corridors, fitted-for use as Tech- 
nical Institute. E. J. Symcox (F.), County A., 
Jounty Hall, Ipswich. Tenders by December. 6. 

sannae U.D.C.—30 houses at Spawd 
Bine-la. G. J. Laverick, S.. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wood Green B.C.—3 houses at Rivulet-rd. 
B.E. and 8. Dep. £3 3s. 

OCTOBER 30. 

Docking R.D.C.—16 houses on 2 sites. F. 
Ward, Housing Officer, Gouncil Offices. 

Forehoe and Henstead R.D.C.—72 houses on 
7 sites. C. H. Dann (A.), 7, The Crescent, 
Norwich. Dep. £2 23. 

Kiveton Park R.D.C.—64 houses in 4 districts 
and 4 Swedish houses. 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

North Walsham U.D.C.—10 houses at Millfield 
estate. i 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Wenlock T.C.—24 houses at Hodgecroft 
Bridgnorth-rd. J. Brian Cooper (F.), Coleridge- 
chbrs., 177, Corporation-st., Birmingham, 4. 


Dep. £2 2s 
OCTOBER 31. 
Castleford U.D.C.—20 houses at Royds-ave., 


Airedale. R. A. Easdale and Son, Chartered 
Architects and, Surveyors, County-chbrs., 
Bradley-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


Clackmannan C.C.—8 three-apartment houses 
at Sauchie-sst. N. A. Scorgie, C.C., County- 
bidgs., Alloa. 

Featherstone U.D.C.—50 houses at Purston 
estate (3 contracts). R. W. Bainton, C. Dep. 
£2 2s. Drawings from Pennington Hustler and 
Taylor, 4, Ropergate, Pontefract. 

South Molten R.D.C.—20 houses and road 
works at Witheridge. A. G. Oxland, Architect, 
8, East-st., S. Molton. Dep. £3 3s. 

Tayport ¥.C.—Work in various trades for 28 
houses at Bobbin Mil} site. C. K. Douglas and 
Co., Surveyors, 15, East Port, Dunfermline. 


West Lancs R.D.C.—12 houses on 2 sites. S., 
52, Derby-st., Ormskirk. 
NOVEMBER 1. 
Manchester P.H.C. — Erection of milk 


asteurising block at Cunliffe Farm, Langho | 


Heptic Colony. at, A. Dep. £1 1s. 
NOVEMBER 2. 


*Market Dra U.D.C.—#4 houses at 
Christ Church site. J. Brian Cooper (F.), Cole- 


W. Morris, M.I.M.&Cy.E., Bacton-rd. . 


THE BUILDER 


pdanetiee,, 177, Corporation-st., Birming- 
4 


am, 4. 

*Hornsey B.C.—Block of 12 flats at Sum- 
mersby-rd., Highgate. J. H. Melville Richards, 
B.E. and 8. ep. £2. 


NOVEMBER 3. 
Abercarn U.D.C.—30 houses on 2 sites. Plans, 
aa ge and contract documents from E. G. 
enkins, Architect, 8. and E., Council Offices, 
by appointment only (telephone 13)... Dep. £3 3s. 
Consett U.D.C.—68 houses at Delves-la. J. J. 
Eltringham, Council Offices. 
NOVEMBER 5. 

Connah’s Quay U.D.C.—60 houses at Clough 
estate, H. Jones, 8. Dep. £2 2s. (contract may 
be divided into groups of 18, 14, 32 or 28). 

“Coulsdon and Purley U.D.C.—100 houses at 
Limpfield-rd., Sanderstegd. - Eric F. J. Felix 
C,, Council Offices. Dep. £5 5s. Plans seen at 
office of A. W. Kenyon (F.), 15, Adeline-pl., 
Bedford-sq., W.C.1. 

NOVEMBER 5 (extended date). 
Devizes R.D.C.—40 cottages on 3 sites. 


Ww. 


Rudman and Edwards, 32, Market-pl., Chippen- 
ham, Wilts. Dep. -£1 1s. each scheme. 
NOVEMBER 7. 


Dublin T.C.—207 houses, Donnycamey housing 
area, Section No. 2b. City Treas., Exchange- 
bldgs. Dep. £5 5s. 

NOVEMBER 8. 

Penybont R.D.C.—28 houses at Sarn, Aber- 

kenfig. 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 9°: 

Wellington (Salop) R.D.C.—Pump house at 
Leegomery Pumping Station and _ incidental 
works. H. 8. Waters, M.Inst.C.E., 25, Temple- 
row, Birmingham, 2. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 16. 

Welshpoo! T.C.—20 houses at Bronybuckley. 
B.8. Dep. £5 5s. 

NOVEMBER 12. 

*Ealing T.C.—240 houses at S.E. Northolt. 
C. W. Seddon, M.Inst.C.E., B.E. Dep. £5 5s. 

*King’s Lynn T.C.—22 houses and 8 flats in 
blocks of 4.at Gaywood Park estate. N. Wheat- 
ley (A.), Boro. A., Town Hall. Dep. £2. 

NOVEMBER 13. 

Elstree R.D.C.—100 houses at Cowley Hill, 
Boreham Wood.  E. and S8., Council Offices, 
Boreham Wood. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 14. i 

Stalybridge T.C.—24 houses at Millbrook site. 
T.C. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 19. 

Haverfordwest R.D.C.,—58 houses on 7 sites. 
A. J. Davies, M.Inst.M.& Cy.E., §8., Council 
Offices. 
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NO DATE. 

trlam -U.D.C.—18 houses at Moorfield estate. 
E. Jones, C. Dep. £228, 

Longbenton U.D.C.—Applications invited for 
erection of 50 houses at Glebe Field, Forest 
Hall. €. Dep. £2 2s. 

Walsall 1T.C.—Erection of X-ray block at 
Manor Hospital. B.S. Dep. £3 3s. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
OCTOBER 29. 

Coventry T.C.—Demolition of shelters, civil 
defence buildings and static tanks. City E. 

Hayes and Harlington U.D.C.—Demolition of 
8 surface shelters. . and §, 

NOVEMBER 6. 

*Birmingham Electric Supply Dept.—Removal 
of 14-in. brickwork from window openings, the 
building-in, glazing and painting of steel- 
framed windows and removal of 44-in. brick 
thickening from wall panels at Hams Hall A” 
Power Station. F. W. Lawton, Chief E. and 
Manager, 14, Dale-end, Birmingham, 4. Dep. £2. 

NOVEMBER 7. 
spemesane T.C.—Demolition of properties. 
.B. and 8. 


B.E 
NO DATE. 
Southport C.B.—Demolition of 119 shelters 
(sandbag type). B.E. 


ENGINEERING 
DECEMBER 14. 

Eire Electricity Supply Board.—Civil construc. 
tion work of hydro-electric development of River 
Eire, Co. Donegal. P. J. Dempsey, Secretary, 
60-62, Upper Mount-st., Dublin. Dep. £21. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
NOVEMBER 22. 

Southport C.B.—Painting and decorating at 

Police Headquarters. B.E. Dep. £1 1s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
OCTOBER 26. 
tFelling U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at The 

Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 29. 
Rawtenstall T.C.—Roads and sewers at Hall 


Drive. C. 


Carr. B.E. and §. Dep. £2 2s. 
Rhymney U.D.C.—Koads and_ sewers at 
Nursery Field. A. J. Rogers, C. Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 31. 


Guildferd &.D.C.—Completion of pumping 
station and construction of sewer at Send, 
Surrey. E. and 8. Dep. £2. 

West Bridgford U.D.C.—Roads and sewers. E. 
and 8. Dep. £2. 


; NOVEMBER 2. 
Guisborough U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Parkside. C. Dep. £3 3s. 


NOVEMBER 3. 
Newburn U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Union 
Hall-rd. J. A. Weatherly E. Dep. £2 2s, 
NOVEMBER 5. 
Whitby U.D.C.—Rvads and sewers. E. and S. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 8. 
Sunderland C.B.— Roads and _ sewers at 
Thorney-close estate. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Full details of Public Appointments marked * 
are advertised elsewhere in this issue. Those 
marked have been advertised in previous 


issues. 
OCTOBER 24. 
*St. Albans R.D.C.—Quantity Surveyor. 
OCTOBER 27. 


“Dagenham T.C.—Clerk of Works. 
Glasgow T.C.—(1) First-class Architectural - 
Assistants; (2) Second-class Architectural 


Assistants. 

; OCTOBER 29. 

*Bilston T.C.—Building Inspector. 

*Glamorgan C.C.—Architectural Assistants. 

*Wigan and District Regional Planning Com- 
re resical Assistant. 

Wigan -B. — (1) Chief Engineerin 
Assistant; (2) Senior Engineering Assistant; 
(3) General Engineering Assistant; (4) Archi- 
tectural Assistant. 

Z OCTOBER 31. 
Coventry E.C.—Two Full-time Teachers for 
Building Dept. 
tGroydon C.B.—Senior Architectural Assistant. 
Hemel Hempstead T.C.—Clerk of Works. 
tLiverpoo! E.C.—Teacher of Building Con- 
struction and Quantities. 
tRochester 1.C.—Temporary Architectural 
Aeeeat. 
Scarborough T.C.—(a) Chief Architectural 
Assistant; (b) Architectural Assistant. 
NOVEMBER 1. 
*Kirkcaldy T.C.—Quantity Surveyor. 
+Shrewsbury T.C.—(1) Architectural Assistant; 
(2) Second Engineering Assistant; (3) Third 
Engineering Assistant; (4) Second Planning 


Assistant. 
2 NOVEMBER 3. 
;Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D.C.—Clerk of Works. 
‘Croydon E.C.—(a) Assistant Master to teach 
Brickwork; (b) Assistant Master to teach 
Building Subjects. 
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*Slough 7.C. — (a) Senior Architectural 
Assistant ; (b) Architectural Assistant; (c) Two 
Engineering Assistants. 

| thang 5. 

Rotherham G.—(1) Teacher of Building 
Subjecte: (2) Two Teachers of Mechanical En- 
wipeeting, 

*Staffs E.C.—Estimator-Surveyor. 

NOVEMBER 7. 

“West Ham C.B.—(1) Sectional Chiefs; (2) 
Assistants. 

*York T.C.—(1) Engineering Assistant; (2) 
Architectural Assistant ; (3) Junior Architectural 


Assistant. 
NOVEMBER 8. 
*Essex C.C.—Deputy County Architect. 
tSouthampton No Boro. Architect. 


NOV 
“Macclesfield 0 Building Inspector. 
NOVEMBER 12. 
+Berks C.C.—County Architect. 
*South Wales Federation of Building Trades 
Employers.—Organiser and Executive Officer. 
*Surbiton T.C.—Quantity Surveyor. 
NOVEMBER 14. 
tLondon County Council.—Assistant Quantity 
Surveyors. 


NO DATE. 
*Middlesex ©.C.—Full-time Teacher of Paint- 
ng. and Decorating at Willesden Technical 
ollege. 
“Mitcham T.€.—Clerk of Works. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Caernarvonshire.—County Teachers’ Associa- 
tion propose to establish homes for aged and 
infirm en at £20; 

J. Eltringham, architect, Black- 
hill, “prepared plans for 68 houses in Delves- la., 


for U.D.C. 

Felling . (Co. Durham).—L. J. Conves: & 
Partners, Carliol House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
prepared. Rt. for additions to factory for In- 
ternatio: aint and Composition Co., Ltd. 

Gateshead.—-Norman Ward, Lid., ‘printers, 
L oa bet 2g ropose extensions at £4,000. Plans 

by A ennell, 16, West-st., Gateshead. 

Hems Ee —UD.C. propose 300 houses at 
Highfields-Barnsley-rd. site and to make pro- 
vision for junior school. 

eighley.—A. Graham, Duke-st., Settle, pro- 
poses: construction of g feyhound racing track, 

creation of .totalisator buildings, etc., at foot- 
ball ground, 

Luton.—T.C. approved £3,500,000 scheme to 
erect 2,493 houses in next two years on three 


estates. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Offices to be built for 
E ay - Milk Co., Coutts-rd. Plans by W. Riddle, 
"4 Park West, Newcastle 08-1 y20.— 


, for new 


Paddington.—S ppt College: confirmation, 
B.C. approved echeme for erection of blocks of 
flats at Fulham-pl. and St. Mary’s-sq., at 
£164,780 and £73, 760, respectively. Plans by 
B.E.—E. Prentice Mawson (F.), prepared plans 
for varnnen of recreation ground for B.C. 

Rochdale.—Transport Committee propose 
Central Conioen station with frontages to 
ge -. = Water-st. 

—T.C. propose branch library at 
polite" ill, "Heaton Moor; propose central 
omnibus station at Hart-s aporones 
conta kitchen at Booth-st. “dieak Edg , for 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Licence granted fer for pro- 
posed greyhound track for E. Fisher, of 
North OT yeerveripg oF Plans_ by 
Kitching & Co., bert- Middlesbrough. 

Stretford.—T. o" ap ced, Bou resbuflding 11 houses, 
King’ s-rd., Warwic ‘Oakfield-ave., 

Additions to work 8, Weitiethotes rd., 
Trafford Park Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical 
Ltd. Rebuilding 44 houses, various sites 
Cdsatrayed by enemy action), Housing Com- 


Swinton and Pendlebury.—T.C. approved -70 
two- and three-bedroomed houses, E 
Housing Committee... J. C. Prestwich & Sons 
(F.), Bradshaw Gate-chbrs., Leigh 

Ulster.—Housing Trust * eante sites for 
over 1,800 houses, and propose to acquire land 


for Pad 2,500 
hithy.—C. G. Camplin, The Nook, Hems- 
wortit , Ackworth, nr. Pontefract, proposes 


to develop Saltwick Farm holiday camp. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

; Denotes recommended for acceptence. 

§ Denotes accepted subject_to modification. . 

q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 

departments. 

Ashford (Kent).—Decorations of Wye Col- 
lege. 8. H. Loweth (F.), Architect to County 
of Kent B Dept. : sachardeons, 40-44, 
Station-rd., N. Harrow, Middx q 

Ashton-under- Lyne.—Kitchen and dining-room 
at Heginbotham. Technical school, for Lan- 
cashire E.C. G. Naa Hill <P. » County A.: *J, 


mere-st., 


THE BUILDER 


Ridyard & Sons, Ltd., Railway Saw Mills, 

Seren ane” 2 1 

ration o t 

¥ er estate, for T.C. B. Robinson, B. EB: 
pton. Sons & James, Ltd., 53, Marsh-st., 

Beatle Liv 1 20, £24,520. 


—Re —_ 16 houses at Orrell-la. 
Forbes-la., igs “av. Pegg ie and 
Marmion-av., for T.C. arriaee. B.E. : 
*Greenwood Bros. (Builders), ian , Water- 
"“Sranenie oH a y bli 

Erection of public conveniences 
at Wellholme Park, for T. E Robie A. Sneezum, 
B.E.: *Abraham Graham & Son (Huddersfield), 
Ltd., bee Bar, Huddersfield, £853. 

Chesterfleid.—205 howses, for 7.C.: *Chester- 
field rs District Seeecletiee of Building Trades 
Employers, £196,11 

Durham. ye of Bishop Auckland Boys’ 
Grammar school, Bishop Auckland Girls’ 
Grammar school, and Spennymoor Alderman 
Wraith chest for E.C.: *Edwin Pye & Son, 
Bishop Auckland, £1,957. 

Felling (Co. Durham). —Eight houses at 
Felling House estate, for U.D.C.: *Direct 
labour, £9,172 (subject to M.H. approval).— 
Eight houses at bg en: of Windy Nook-rd. 
and Stone-st., Windy Nook: *L. Ather, Enfield 
Villa, Durham- td., Gateshead. 

Gateshead. —16 houses at Wynbury-rd. and 


Baden _ Powell-st., etc.: *L. Ather, Enfield 
Villa, Durham-rd., Gateshead. 

Hawarden.—10 houses at Treuddyn, for 
R.D.C. G. I. Reidford (L.), 8. & A., Council 
Offices: *Martin-Evans (Builders), Cambrian- 
yard, Bridge-st., Wrexham iT 

Liverpool.—Works for T.C. H. Keay (F.), 


Blackburn-chbrs., Dale-st., City, A. Dining-room 
and scullery at Gilmore Count school, Heath- 
rd.: *Rimmer Bros (Liverpeeit, Ltd., Cheadle- 
av., Stoneycroft 13, £1,490; erection of two 
blocks of four prefabricated. permanent houses 
at Lundford-pl., Sparrow Hill: *Direct Labour 
a. Liverpool Corporation, Boundary- 
£1,025 each house. 

gn ee decorations, renovation of 
marble work, etc., at Claridge’s Hotel, Brook- 
st.: *Richardsons, 40-44, Station-rd., North 
Harrow, Middx. 

qLondon (Air yee ag .—List of contracts to 
any of £500 or over for week ended, October 


° Fleetrical work: Malcolm & Allan, Ltd., 
burgh 2; Drake & Gorham, Ltd., London, 8. mie 1; 
Bailey & Co., Ltd., Leeds 1; Economic 
Biectric Co. (Liverpool), Lid. ‘Birketihead ; City 
Electrical Co., London, W. Alpha Manufac- 
turing & Electrical Co., itd: London, 8.W.4; 
Holliday, Hall & Stinson, Ltd. London, §.W.1; 


Barnett & Soans, Ltd., Burton- on-Trent Ander- 
son Augell & Co., Ltd., Woldingham, ‘Surrey; 
Bective Electrical Co., Ltd mdon, W.1; 


Callas, fon & May, Ltd., Reading ; Chapman, 
Lowry & Puttick, Ltd. Haslemere, Surrey; 
Iveson Electrical, Ltd., London, N.W.6 James 
Trecknet tt, Ltd., Edinburgh; William Coates & 

td., Belfast ; T. Clarke & Co., ttae 
Leoden,..8 §.W.1; Hartley & Co.,. Shrewsbury; 
8. Dickinson, ‘Ltd., Manchester 2. General 
maintenance work: William Sindall, Cam- 
bridge; Galbraith Bros., Ltd., London, W.C.1; 
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T. Wilson & Son, Ltd., Wocthamoten, Ashworth 
Bros., Colwyn Bay; F. B. hackray & ak 
Ltd., Northampton.’ Painting work: C. 

Painters Ltd., London, N.W.10. Surface B.S 
ing. —? General Asphalte Co., Lid., London, 


{London (Air Ministry).—List of contracts 
to value of £500 or over for week ended Oct. 
General maintenance work: G. J. Furneaux, 
Lid., Christchurch, Hants; A. Moore & Son, 
Scarborough ; J. Miskimmin & Son, Ltd., Bel- 
fast. Building work: Taylor Woodrow’ Con- 
struction, Ltd., Southall, . _Heating In- 
stallation: Benham & Sons, Ltd., London, W.1; 
G. N. Haden & Lid., London, W.C.1: 
Ltd... London, E.C.4; Norris 


E. Deane & Beal, 

pes SS Ltd., London, W.C.1. Electrical 

work peeds (Widnes), Ltd., Widnes, Lancs. 

juinting. work ; H. Miller & Co., Ltd., Lon- 
C.1. Roojin deg Limmer & Trinidad 

Lake Asphalt nt London, 8.W.1. Instal- 

lation work : . & Co., London W.2. 


{London ad 3 OW contracts placed by 
M.O.W. during week-ending October 11:— 
mdon : sue Seco houses, Lavenden 
McMillan, Cheam Common-rd., Wor- 
cester Park, B® Battersea, Seco houses, 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Atlas Works, Putney; 
Hackney, Seco ‘ho Tersons, Ltd., 2, Seward- 
st., London, E.C.1; Wandsworth, ‘school kitchen, 
B. R. Palmer & Co., Church-rd:, Mitcham, 
Surrey. Aberdeen: Linksfield-rd school, central 
kitchen, W. J. Anderson. Ltd., Balmoral 
Works, Balmoral-rd., Aberdeen. Angus : Barn- 
hill, Dundee, site works, Tarran houses, Hugh 
Broadley, Lid, 8, Gourock-st., Glasgow, C.5. 
Ayrshire: Russell-st. school, dining-room and 
scullery, John Dickson & » 13, Waterside-st., 
ock. _B Beatord, farran houses, 
183 High Town-rd., Luton. 
Birkenhead B.C. area, housing sites. Sir 


Ches. : 

Alfred McAlpine & Son, Lid., Hooton-rd., 

Hooton, Ches. we 
Dunfermline: Lockerbie ,Academy, dining- 
room and scullery, Wilson Bros. Builders), 


Ltd., 110-118, Rinkston-td.. Glasgow, ©.4. Dur- 
: Betehasl temporary office accommoda- 
tion, J. & W. wry, 60-64, Cepeeaes 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Gloucs. : Cheltenham R.D.C 
Tarran houses. Wheeler & & Mansell, Ltd., Line- 
st., Hyesham; W. J. B. Halls, Ltd., ‘Barton 
Gates, Gloucester; Bristol ©.B., Seco houses, 
Stone & Co. (BriStol), Ltd., 140, Redlands-rd., 
Bristol. Hampshire : Hook, Building Trades 
Training Centre, Speirs, Ltd., Victoria-st., 
London, S.W.1. Leics.: Leicester, Building 
Trades Training Centre, Gee Walker & Slater, 
Ltd., Uttoxeter Old-rd.. Derby. Mon.: Ponty- 
] i; Arcon houses, Hinkins & Frewin, Ltd., 
anham-st., Oxford. Norfolk: Forehoe Hen- 
stead and Wymondham, Arcon houses, F. Gill 
& Son, 28, Rupert-st., Norwich. Notts: Notting- 
ham, Building Trades. Training Centre, Wm. 
Moss & Sons, Ltd., Queen’s-rd., Loughborough, 


a (War one «). nA oma samen works 

laced. b: ar Departmen 
Watmonaaae h 6 E. Prescott, Bs Leigh, 
rR §. Ainscough, L 0 





Lanes : 
been W. G. Herbert, Melton he Flint 
ire i Allan Wilson ‘Abergele. Denbighshire : 
Mitchell, Wrexham. Herefordshire: Bayley 
ee. Hereford. London: H. Goodsell, Maid- 
stone. Hampshire : Hayward & Sons (Bourne- 
mouth), 


Macclesfield.—34 houses at London-st. site, for 
TC. W. Dobson Chapman _& Partners (L.}, 8, 
Jordangate, architects: *Macclesfield Dis- 
trict Association of Building Trade Em | ame 
Union Bank-chbrs., Market-pl., Macclesfield. 

Oswestry. Pout Centre for Youth Social 
Organisation, Shropshire, for €.C. A. Gu 
Chant (F.), County A., County we = 5, Bel- 
mont, oe J. ~ tsantieg Sons, Gob- 

wen-rd swestry, £ 
" Salford.—Works for NG. W. Albert Walker, 
City E. 68 “ Easiform”’ permanent concrete 
howess at Duchy-rd. site, Pendleton: *John 
Laing & Sons, Ltd., Dalston-rd., Carlisle, 
£72,823; 14 houses at Gerald-rd., Lower Kersal, 
Pendleton: *C. Musker Bros., Ltd., Bingham- 
st., Swinton, Manchester, £16, 857 (in lieu of 


ler previousl ted). 
fone ae —Bl cots ocks rj 16 flats at Didehory 24. 
site, for T.C. W. F. Gardner, : fred 
Hodkinson, Ltd., 62, Greenhill-st., Gieathioe, 
Manchester 15, £20,539. 

Stretford.— Works for T.C. A. H. Perry B.8. 
Rebuilding two council- ‘houses, 17-19, Lime- 
cres.: * Building Department, Co-operative 
Wholesale - Society, Ltd., Vere-st., Salford 5, 
£1,106 per house; rebuilding four council houses, 
341-343, King‘ $-rd., and 43-45, Derbyshire-av.: 
*W. Lionel Gray *(1933), Ltd., Hospital-chbrs., 
Hospital-rd., Farnworth, nr. Bolton, £1,096 per 
house ; ; rebuilding} 12 council houses, "T1-83, Moss- 
rd., Davyhulme-rd. obe 
Carlyle & Co.; 5 htd., Eisinore-rd., Old Traftord, 
Manchester 16, £1,050 per house. 
Sunderland.—Extending —_— arrangements 
at Bede Grammar schools, for E.C.: *Direct 
labour by Education Works Bo ae £3,237.— 
Alterations and .additions at “ Thornholme” 
for — Health Committee: *Direct 
labour, 
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Sunderland.—94 houses east of Grindon-la. 
WwW. & Milburn, 17, Fawcett-st., Sunder- 
land, architects: *A. ©. Cler rey & Son, 14. 
Frederick-st., Sunderland. —24 houses at 
Glenesk-rd. "G. T. Brown & Son, 51, Fawcett- 




















UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


6,000 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 





Organisation in the Industry 


SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION-37 AREAS. 
27 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES. 





“Phone or write: 
Secretary : 

23, Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 

CANonbury 2041/3 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 


THE BUILDER 


at., Sunderland, architects: *J. W. 
High Barnes Works, Sunderland. 

Towcester.—58 vu on 11 sites, for R.D.C. 
Sir John Brown & A. E. Henson (F. & A.), archi- 
tects, 83, St. Giles’-st., Northampton : *Cho owns, 
Ltd.  Bainbu h-rd.; *Clement Bros.; enry 
henford-st, *T. Wilso: oe Son, 
Li 65, Sheep-s t. EB. Ivens & on, Ltd.. 
Lichborough nr. dowsoster: and *Bosworth & 
Wakeford, iea., New-st., Daventry (estimated 
cost, £71,400). (Rest of Northampton.) 

Wallasey.—40 eye on various sites, for 

rundy, B.E.: *Lloyd & Cross, 
Lid., 68, Argyle-st., Birkenhead, £34,585. 

West Hart .—28 s.d. houses and two 
bungalows at Broomhill estate. Bley cme 
210, Park-rd., West sore 8.d. hou 
at Westbrooke-av.: *C. M. Yuill, mht Villiers. 
st., West Hartlepool. 

Workington.—150 houses at Wether Riggs 
estate, for T.C. A. B.-Cooper, B.S. and Water 
E.: *Thomas Armairong., Ltd., Low Church-st., 
Workington, £155,227. 


NEW INVENTION 


A Roof Greenhouse. 


A paTeN? has been taken out by Mr. 
T. J. Noden for the erection of dwelling- 
houses with roofs of glass instead of tiles 
or slates, the substitution of a concrete 
floor for ceilings of rafters and plaster, 
adequate in strength to permit sufficient 
deposit of soil to enable the growing of 
vegetables or flowers, with means of pro- 
viding the necessary temperature from 
waste heat from the lower rooms of the 
house. The inventor claims that if an 
estate were built up with houses accord- 
ing to his invention it would be possible 
to employ, out of the proceeds obtained 
by growing the vegetables or flowers, one 
or more gardeners to visit the green- 
houses periodically, and thus relieve the 
responsibility of the householder who 
might not have the time to give the neces- 
sary attention to the work. The inventor’s 
aneren is 12, Ardilaun-road, Highbury, 


W. White, Ltd., 











Boyle’s --sireump” Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE. 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
34 bow Address Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 
. MORLAND AVENUE, E. CROYDON, SURREY 








HARDWOOD 
FLOORING 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 
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October 19 1945 


TRADE NEWS 

‘** A Disappearing Bed.” 

In our reference (September 28) to this 

roduct of Messrs. Greaves and homas, 

td., we referred to the “‘ Put-U-up ” wall 
bed as a “‘settee-bed” which, of course, 
it is not. Details of the wall- ‘bed are ob- 
tainable from the company at Northwold- 
road, Clapton, E.5. 











“ALBION” 


EASY GLEAN 


PATENT HINGE 


The ideal hinge for stormproof 
casement windows. Specially 
designed for EJMA_ standard 
joinery—and constructed to give 
ample clearance room to clean 
outside of windows from within. 
Simple fitting: on bench —no 
cutting away — inexpensive. 
Illustrations, etc., sent on request. 


ALBION JOINERY WORKS LTD. 
Old Oak Common Lane 
Willesden W.W.10 

Telephone - . - Elgar 4802 








EIGHTH EDITION NOW READY with New 
Adaption Tables revi up to 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 


FOR EVERY CLASS OF BUILDING WORK. 
A Complete Analysis of Building Prices 
By J. T. REA. 

Containing 730 pages with over 600 illustrations. 
Large 8vo. Cloth gilt. Price 16/- net (by post 16/9). 
The continued demand for this well-known 
standard work has rendered necessary the pro- 
duction of a further largeedition. It is therefore 
now re-issued in the form as last revised just 
prior to the outbreak of the European War, but 
with the addition of an up-to-date set of Adapta- 
tion Tables and Percentages revised to December, 
1944, together with other useful information 
on War Damage Claims. 

It will be realised that the unstable and 
varying conditions affecting all classes of 
building work which now prevail make it 
impossible to attempt any general revision of 
the prices until a return to normality under 
settled peace conditions is assured. In the mean- 
while it is felt that with the assistance of the 
up-to-date information now embodied, the book 
will continue to serve a useful purpose to all 
—s in the Building Trades. 

B. T. BATSFORD, 7D... 
Architectural Publisher. 
15, North Audley Street, London, w.1. 




















BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS — 


of 


HEAD OFFICE: 


Tel. : CHAncery 7901-3 





GALBRAITH 


LIMITED 


CAMBERWELL 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1 

















Consult us abcet your Factory TO-DAY / 


wsm NEGUS .Ltp 








Week by week 
e number of 
buildings res- 
us con- 
tinues to grow 








Station Works- KinGc JAMES St.S.E./. (WAT5474) 








am @ 6 leet Ole Oe, 
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